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Chriſtian Monitor; e>c:- 


A 


An Exhortation to «an Holy Life , with © 
Mottves thereto. 


--Þ 


" tlons there are in the World which profeſs Chri-- 


ſtiavirv, bur alſo of.thoſe who do profeſs it, how 

few there are comparatively that. live according + 
to their Profeſſion, Wherefore jt well beſeems ali. 
Chriſt's faickful Servants, eſpecially the Miniſters of 
his Goſpel, to' uſe their urmoſt endeavours, by Life and 
DoaArin , by publick and privgie Exhortations, by 
Preaching and Writing, and by all the ways they are 
capable, to promote true Piety and Holineſs amongſt 
all forts of Men, whether high or low, rich or poor, 
without which no Man can be happy, ecicher 1n this 
World, or that to come. And tho I weil know thar, 
thanks:be to God, we abound with multitudes of excel- 
ſent Books written to this end ; yer are nor ſuch ſhorr 
Inſiru@ions as theſe thar follow, to. be condemned as 


T; very ſad to Tonfider, not only how few Na- 


uſeleſs, fince they will, it's like, be more generally diſ- 


perſed, ane that amongſt rhe very meaneft of the People, 
and may more eafily be read and remembred by ſuch as 
have neither time to"read large Books, nor Mony to- 


buy chem, With ſuch as theſe I- have occaſion ofcen.”. | 
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4 The Chifftfan Monito!. 
ro meet, and for their ſakes chiefly ir is that I publiſh 
this hte Paper; being encouraged thereto by ſome 
pious Perſons, both of Ciry and Country, who intend: 
to give ſome of them away to poor People about them, 
and thought others might do the- like, And may it 
piczſe God to give a Blething to ſuch a mean Underta- 
king as this, and ſucceed ir to the good of Souls, I ſhall 
licrle regard the Cenſures of the Curious: Remembring 
the Saying IT have ſomewhere mezt' with of a Devour 
' Wiiter to this purpoſe, That he was defircus his Books 
ſhould be ſcattered abroad upon Pedters Stails, arid 
thenc? come into the hands of common People , for 
rhe encreafing of Knowledge and Picty, rather than be 
ſol-rrnly laid up and buried ta the Libraries of the 
Learned. * | | 
Wherefore ' withour any more Preface, T ſhall ad- 
d&:e's my ſelf to you for whoſe. ſake 1 write theſe 
Lines, as a Perſuafive to an Holy and Religious Life, 
Now.im order therero, ler me beſecch you to logk bark 
uppyu your, Livers paſt, and call your ſelves to 'gc- 
count , whether it has been your care and fiudy ro 
live-in ſuch a godly manner as becomes thoſe who 
are bantized irto the Name of Chriſt, and after him 
are cailed Chriſtians. Have you well conſidered what 
is the meaning of this Name, and what Engagement | 
you lie under to an Haly Life by taking it upon you in | 
Bzpiilm ? And do you keep.well in mind your Bap» | 
tiſm?l Vow, wherein you renounced the Devil, 
the World, and the Fleſh, and promiſed to be Chriſt's ! 
faithfu! Soldiers - and Servants, and ſo to continue all | 
the days of your Life? Have you ſo far underſtood 
and conſidered theſe things, that you have made it 
your chief Buſineſs to walk accordingly ? Do you 
waich carefu!ly, and fight manfully againſt your ſpl. 
ritval Enemics ? Do you live as thoſe rhae believe. 
the Goſpe), fincerely endeavouring 1a all things to; 
know the Will of God, and do it? Since you take 
Chriſt's Name in your Mouth, are you careful to- 
depart from all Injquiry? In a Word, is this your. 
* reareſt fludy and deſign to pleaſe and glorify yo 


Che Chiiſftian Wonito!. 5 
and to work out your own Salvation ? If. your Conſct- 
ence can truly wirneſs for you , that it;ls indeed fo; and: 
ne & that wherein at any time you fall ſhort, or do amils,. 
nd you are hearcily grieved for ir, ani do daily labour to 
mM, amend and grow: better: If ic be thus with youy I fay,- 
Ws then bleſs God for his Grace and Mercy, hold on and: 
u-If proſper, and fear not but God will be with youz He 
all Þ ill own you as his Children, and for his Son Jeſus- 
OY fake, will both pardon your fins, and affiſt you by his 
"x Grace 3 he will Guide.you by his Counlcl, and ar-lengrh 
MY receive you to Glory. 

nd But pray deal faithfully with your-- own -Souls, ard--- 
or ell me, Has ir vot been quite otherwiſe with' you ?- 
beÞ Have you not contented - your ſelyes with the bare 
heÞ Name and Profeſſion of Chriftiavity, and in the. mean. 
thme led an ill courſe of Life, direaly contrary ro your 


& | Profeſſion? Hive you not lived in wilfal ignorance- 
le | of your Duty, or In groſs ſins againſt your Knowledge ? 
fe, | Do not the remprations ofthe Devil, the allurements of. 
& | the World and che Fleſh manytimes prevail more with © 
Ic- } you, than the commands. of Almighty God, and the. 
to} voice of your own Conſcience ? Are you not wont to -- 
ho | negle& God's Worſhip and Service, both in the Church + 
im and' at. home ? yea, do you not profane his holy: 
= Nate by. ſwearing and curſing? Are you not. often -- 
0} pulley of lying, and flandring, of cozening and cheat-- 
"ny ing; if not of down-right ſtcaling?. Do you-not in-- 
ll your anger uſe railing and reviling Language ? Or do- - 
a | 599 nor live in Eevy, and Malice, ſeeking for revenge- 
Hl of choſe that have done you any injury ? Do you nor 

* | allow your ſelves ja Drunkcnneſs and Whoredom, or 
of fome other known and wilful fin? To be ſhort, Is there -- 
#1; bot ſomething or other tn this- World: that you love-: - 
FF More than you. do God. himſelf, and:-his Son Jeſus ? 
Pr Are you not much more concerned for your Bodles, -. 
Ye thanfor your preclous Souls 2: And do you nor more 


be Þ carteſily ſeek for Food and *Rayment, and the good -. 
xc 'Þ things of this Life, than after that eternal. Kingdom of 

-F Yory which God hath promiſed to - hls falchful Servants + 

'R f-the Werld to come ? | _ 


6 "The Ccifian'Bonitor:. 
Ff this indeed be your Cafe, Tbeſeech you make a ſtand}. 
and confider'well what you have been doing ; what 3 
fad ard dangeroys condition you have brought your 
ſelves into; 'and what the end of ir wilt be if you hold on- 
in ſuch evil courſes. Humbly beg of God to make yoy: 
duly ſenſible of your ſin and danger, and to keep the: 
ſenſe thereof fo clofe ro your minds, that you may be 
brought not only to mourn for your. fins, buy to loath: 
and abhar them, and utrery to forſake che ſame, hence. 
forth reſolving by the Grzce of God wholly co give_up- 
your ſelves to his Service, and to walk ftedfaftly in 
thoſe holy and good ways, which he. has appotnted you, 
This is that to which I do moft earneſily defire ro per- 
faade you. And that I may do my utmoſt to prevail with: 
you, I ſhall lay before you ſome very weighty Arguments, 
which I requeſt you ſcrioufly ro ponder of as you read: 
them, and God grant they may have due effeQ upon the: 
hearr of every Reader. Amen. 


(1) That you may be prevailed with to become: 
God's faithful Servants, confider, firſt, That this was: 
the great end for which God made you, and keeps you alingg: 
and gives you ſo many mercies of all forts, You can tell, | 
T hope, that God made you, and that he made you to-| 
ſerve ' him, by living carding, ho his Command: | 
ments, Theſe are ſome of thoſe firſt thit which | 

. Chil@ren' learn, and ir were well ; It when they arg 
grown up to be Men and, Women , they would uſe 
 terioufly ro think of them, and *pravtiſe accordingly. 
The wiſe God has made all Creatures for. ſome 
end or other, and he has fined them all for thoſs 
eads avd purpoſes for which he made them, Toy 
Man. therefore haz he given the uſe of Reaſon, chiclly: 
£0 fit him for Religion, and to render 'him, capable” 
of knowing, loving and ferving his great Creator: and; 

. BenefaRor : And ic is Religion which makes the; great; 
difference berwixt a Man and a Beaſt: for brulr Crewe: 


tures haye no knowledge: of God, no. regard to. him s;! 
but are wholly led by thelr Senſes, and mind. nos; 
thing elſe but what is before them here In an 
OD World 
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IWorld. Burt the pooreft Man on Earth, who has the-- 
uſe of hls Reaſon, is near akin to the very Angels 


themſatves._ 3 his nature is like theirs, and bur alice 
below them, fo that he may be much raken up i the 
fame holy Works that they are employed m, even in 
loving and praiſing, and adoring the great and good - 
God. To this end he may Racy dotÞ the Works and-- 
the Word of God, whichreveal him to-us, and ſhould 
contivually pur vs int mind of him. . And all the goad- 

rngswe enjoy ſhould ſtil wake. us ſenſible of rhe. 
goodneſs of God from whom they come 3-+ and fill our 
hearts with love and thankfojnefſs, and our mouths 
wich bleſſing and praiſe. This ts the moſt proper uſe 
of cur Reafon, and this God moſt juſily expects from-- 
us reaſorable Creatures; - and rhis even, rhe poor Man - 
may render withour any hinderance to his daily Ja- 
bours ; and may ftill keep ſuch an awful ſenſe of God- 
upon his mind, as may refirain him from wifuF fin, . 
and make him careful always to pleaſe his Maker. And-- 
ſo our Reaſon was 'given to bridle and govern ' our - 
Appetires, our Luſts and Paſſions ; rhar we ſhould nor + 
be led away into glutrony and drunkenneſs, inro wanton- - 
hefs and- uncleanne(s, nor into rage and fury Hke bruit - 


| _ =_ ny no- ks nd peel _— = ſo- - 
$ berly and chaſtly, quiet y. withall'Men, - 
| doing them all cr Epc The can. For - ſuch holy-pur- 
| poſes as theſe chiefly was our Reaſon. beſtowed+ on. us, 
{ andtherefore- in this'manner ought ir to be-employ'd. 


Certainly finee-God- hath made us of a narure' fo much-- 
betrer than Birds or-Beafts, he cexpetts from us other 
works and+ ſervices than he does from-them. They 
know nothing of God: that made rhem; nor haye they- 
any- knowledge of another Life: after this, but when 
they dle, - there's / an'end of them. "But to-us harh God 
given immoreal Souls of more” valne * thay 'the whole 
World-:- and for this end hath he created us, rharwe 
wight ſerve- and' Honour him Here ttt this Life, "and fa 


may five with- Hina, /and\ enjoy him forever i the 
"Now F this be-the-end of: our Creation, ought - we 
$ not 


Y The Eh1ifkian Monitox; 
nat to liveup to it? Do we not ſce all other things aw; 
ſwer the end for which they were made? The Sun-givg 
Light by day, and the Moon by night. The Earth 
brings forth Corn and Graſs, and the Trees bear fruig, 
The Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, with many othq 
Creatures, afford us much ſervioe and benefir. And 
ſhall man alone be uſeleſs and unfruitful, and live & 
Bo good purpoſe ? When they are all ſo ready to ſerve 
us, ſhall not we chearfully ſerve him. that made us for 
his own ſervice 2. Surely we cannor think that the wikt 
Ged ſenc us intothe World only ro.cat and drink , tg 
ſleep and play, or to work: hard for a poor Livelihood 
If chis were all, we had -better have been made bruiz 
Creatures, or never have been made.at all. Much leſ 
can we think that the Holy God made us on purpoſe 
ro ſin againſt him, to diſhonour his. Name, and pros 
voke him to anger. He did not give-us Reaſon ro make 
us crafty and cunning for the World, that we mighty 
know how to..cozen and cheat our Neighbours, Hg 
did not give us Tongues to ſwear and curſe with, - or 
to talk fooliſhly and filthily;... ler us not then uſe them 
ra. any ſuch i]| purpoſes. . Since God has given us pre 
cious immortal Sonls,. ler us.nor live- like Beaſts that 
periſh, wallowiag in the mire of baſe ſenſual Lufls 
and pleaſures. . By this means we.-become-worſe thay 
Bruics themlelves,. for we debaſe. our.own Natures, we 
abuſe our Reaſon to our own ſhame and hurt, and to 


God's diſpleaſure. Thus. we crofs.the end of our Cres} 


tion,. and are more ſtupid and ungrateful chan che very 
Ox or A: for they know their owner, and do good 
ſervice to thoſe. that keep and feed them,.. Iſa, r. 2, 3; 
O ler us not give.Gad cauſe to. complain of us, as he 
there does of. the. Jews,.. that be nouriſhed and brought up 
Children and they rebelled againſt bim : Think how grie+ 


_ vouSit is to you that have Children, after - all your” 


care and ki I, afcer all YOur. coſt - and labour, to 


have them prove fiubborn .and diſobedient, looſe and: 


idle Prodigals.. O ſee then-that you be nor-ſuch to 
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vel 


your heavenly Father, who made you and preſerves o. 


70n; 2nd Every: day renews Ws mencges. vpan your (Rn 


The. Th1ifffan Donitoz. 9 
# keeps: us alive; and makes our Lives comfortable. He 

gives andicomioues-t0-us our Reaſon- and Senſes, our 
Health. and Strength;' Food and Raiment, -and- all the 
good things we etyjoy. He ſupplies our wants, and helps 
uws-in-all our Diflreſſes. .'He gives us light by day, and 
reſt in night. He enables us ro follow our Callings, 
and: gives a Blefſing to our-Labours, that we may provide -. 
for out ſelves and Familics. And does not this good God 
well deſerve all the love and ſervice which we can poſ- 
ſibly: render him ?-O how -can- we find in our Hearts- 
wilflly co offend- him 'who thus delights in doing us 
good ! Fooliſh and unthankful Wrertches we are thus 
il! eo require'the Lord for all his loving Kindneſs. We 
could not deal fo with .any Friend or Neighbour on 
Earth, that had been always kind and loving - to us. 
Are nor Servants bound xo work for, them who main- 
tam them and pay them Wages ? And ought nor Chil- 
dren-to-gbey their Parents who begor them, and brought 
them- up? How much more then ought we to obey 
God our Father,, who geve us Life ar firſt, and till pro- 
longs it fram- one day to another,: when he could tn a. 
moment cut ps off in our fins, and: throw us into Hell ?- 
#f But in mach Mercy he - iy us, and gives us ſpace to 

repent, and 1s very unwilling-to deſtroy us, and there. 
fore waits long ro. be gracious to us. O then let his pa- 
tience and all his goodneſs art laſt have this happy ef- 
$ fe upon us; let it lead us to true Repentance, and. 
_ ever hereafter engage us. to diligence and conftancy in 
his Service, Romy. 2. 4. 2 Pet. 3. 9. 

(2) To which purpoſe conſider again that this was. 
the end for which God ſent his Son Jeſus into the world, 
even to ſeek and ſave us loſt and miſerable Sinners, to 
briagus to Repentance and newne( of life, tharſo we 
might be reflored to the love and favour of God', 
J which. we had loſt, by ſinning againſt him. Our 
Wit Parents 4dam and Eve were created 'i® 2 
_ very holy and happy Eftate, but they fell. from- It - 

by- finning againſt God , and ſo came all- miſery in- 
i the World. And then did our Heavenly Father 
Ke-piry on us, and ſcnt his own Son our of - his -— 
A OM ; 
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To - The Chtiltian' Wonieo). 
ſom to be- our- Sayiour- and Redeemer , to reform 
from- vur-ſins, and ſo to deliver us from miſery : Firli 
- he will make-us Holy,: and then: we ſhall be na 
Happy. - For as Nan Joft his Happineſs by y nn nh 
God's Command, ſ> he muſt recover it by becomilh 
obedient to his Will in all things. To this end hag 
the Lord Jcſus-fully revealed God's Will ro us whayk 
we were in Ignorance and Darkneſs. He hath givayroi 
us holy. Precepts: for the rule of our Life-: And maifanc 
moſt rich and precious Promiſes -to perſuade us to ongung 
Duty, and denounced dreadful :Threatningy to affrighp*C 
us from Wickedneſ. - "FF 
. And when we had deſerved the Wrath of God pen 
our fins, then did Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precia 
Blood to make Attonement for us, and to obtain oli- 9 
Pardon and | Forgiveneſs. He dyed fer ovr Offene 
and roſe again for our ry Rom. 4. 25: Al 
in his Goſpel he has given full aflurance of God's gd 
Will to Mankind, thar he will be merciful: t6 us WE 
pardon. us,- if we truly repent” of onr "fins: and} foring 
them. Thus hath Chriſt :opene& a door 'of hope ue 
us, to: encourage: us to return to God : For if thag® 
had been no hopes. of mercy, we ſhould never bi 
been drawn to Repentance, but- even like the De 
themſelves ſhould have remained full of hatred and 
lice againſt God, utcerly deſpriring-of Relief from hingg* 
Bat whilſt che Death of Chriſt does ſo- much eng 
and encourage us -to forſabe our fins, i gives not WE.” 
leaſt encouragment to our-contimuance in them. " 
pot think that Chriſt 'djed for our fins that we might” 
have liberty to live in them, and yet be ſaved ar che 1a 
No, but he cate to-ſave us from our fivs, not in tne 
He makes us bleſſed by curning-us from our In1quineg 
He died to redeem us from -a vain and evil Converge” 
-tion, to purify our Hearts, and reform our Lives, a 
make us a peculiar People zealous of good Works, MM 
1,21. As 3. 26, Tit. 2, 14. 1 Pet. 1. 18. .*h 
' The Death of Chriſt for us vile Sinners ſhews they 
finite lave of God in finding our this way for our 9 
vation: But-then it-ſhews alſo what an evil . ching 


and how hateful tro God, - ſince /he would nor par- 

us wirhour the ſaffcring -of his own dear -Son.on 

ar account. And therefore if rhe conſideration of all 
his docs-not bring us to hare and-abhor our Sins, and 
y love and ſerve our God and Savionr , 'we are never 

ke tro have-any benefit by Chriſt's Death. All-our 
feſſions of loving him, and: believing in him, will 
Wand ns in no ficad 'withour obeying him. True ſa- 
ating Faich in Chriſt is thar Which works by Love bork 
&5:God and our Neighbour. Chrifts -accounts none 
> be his Friends but choſe rhar keep his Command- 
zents, and ro-ſuch only will he grant Pardon and 
vation, Gal. 5. 6. --Zohn 15. 14. Heb. 5. 9,1 Jobn 


Gnce then, the ever-blefſed Jeſus the Son of God 

me down from Heaven, became a Man, and died 

v8 moſt painfal Death upon the Croſs, that he might 
ave 1s Sin and Miſery, ſhall we nor accept of him 
48s our Lord and Saviour, who comes to deliver us 
om the Power of the Devil, and our own Luſts, to 
wake us the Children of God,- avd Heirs of Glory, 
Which is a rhouſand 'rimes preater deliverance than 
at of rhe Iſraelites from the Ezyptian Pondage 2 Will 
Hou nor be moved by all that Chrift has done and 
juffered for you ? Shall nor his- love confirain you to 
Sore him, and to hate all fin which was the cauſe of his 
Sufferings 2 Will you tread under foor his moſt pre- 
ious Blood, and even crucifie him afreſh, and again 
; ut him to open Shame ? Thus in ſome ſort d@ wick- 
1&1 Men uſe their Saviour, whilſt they go on in their 
ns, -which are ſo diſpleafing ro him. They thar lic 
.; nd cozen for a little gain, what do they bur with 7«- 
a: (ell away Chriſt for Mony ? They that live inha- 
ed and malice, and do miſchief to their Neighbours, 
0 incffet run the Spear into Chriſt's fide, and drive 
- Falk into his Hands and Feer. - And they that give 
j{Femſelves ro Rior and Drunkenneſs, ' do even' mingle 
eat and Vinegar for him ro drink. They do all thar 
a9 them lies by rheic ſinful Pleaſures ro pur him again 
=o Agotics and Pains. Bur on the other hand _ 
| a de- 


12 The Chiiltian Wonito!. 
adclight ro our Saviour to'ſce us humbled for g 
Sins;. and reſolved te forlake them. Hewill readily off 
ReRQually incerceed for us with 'our- heavenly Farhy 
- who is moſt willing to receive returning  Prodig 
There is joy in Heaven: when' Sinners on Earth gepy 
Even this Qur yexurn ta God by true repentance 1s 4 
beſt recompenſe we can make to our Blefled: Sav 
for all his Pains and Sufferings. When the -pleaſi 
the Lord proſpers in his hand by the converſionof finr 
- he then ſegs. ehe travel of bis Soul, and is ſatisfied, Iſa; 6 
To, 11. And ſhall we not afford this ſatisfaction ro. 
Redeemer, who hath undergone ſo much for our ſak 
and ſtill our of his tender love to our Souls fallow 
with ſuch earneſt Invitations to come to him for Lifey 
Happineſs ? Could we deny him this moſt reaſonablex 
queſt, if we ſaw him now in Perſon ſtanding before: 
beſeeching us to turn and live-? And: this he now dt 
by his Spirit, and by. his Miniſtry : Bur. chac leads-n 
rhe next. | ty | 
( 3 ) Conſider therefore, that this alſo. was the end þ 


which the Holy Ghoſt is given, and all the means of Gt, 
afforded, evento ſangifie our hearts,.and; make us anhi 
ly and obedient People. God knows the weakneſs a 
corruption of cur Natures, and therefare in' gre, 
my he affords.the afliſtance of his Holy Spirit , ;: 


enlighten our Minds, and purifie our Hearts, co-f 
new. and change our Natures, and guide-us in ways' 
Holineſs: here, that ſo we may be fitted for: Ereral,” 
Happineſs with the moſt Holy God in-the Life ro com 
Fobn:3, 34 5. Rom, 8. 9, And for rhis end'were rhe 
ly Scriptures: writcen by Men afliſted and inſpired 
che Holy Ghoſt, to be a-Light ro- aur Feer, andia:LaY- 
hornio our Path, to dire&t us in the:-plain-way, ro WH" 
verlaſting Life, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16; 19. And the: 
Sacraments were appointed for: rhie -encreaſe | of--Gza 
teall chat make [+ righe uſe of them.. And our £ 
fed Saviqur: did, ar; fiſt: ſend: abroad: his: _ 
Preach:che Goſpel to. all the World, - and; hah: 6 
finee: continued a-ſucceſion.of Miniftcrs\in his Chuttl 7:5 
whoſe - ſtanding Office is to EG REIgy > ay -- 
acrameningy ©» 
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Sacratnents, to watch over-the Souls of the People, to 
WT inftru&-and admoniſh them both in publick and private, 
and.to uſe their urmoſt diligence to bring . them 'tÞ the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jeſus. And, 
God is ever ready ro accompany their Endeavours with 
his Bleſſing. Do you nor often find his good Spirit putring 
good Thoughts and Motions into yoar Mind, inclining 
you to that which is holy and good, checking and re- 
ſtraining you when you are running into Evil? Bur on 
the other hand ir's the evil Spirir, even the Devil himſelf, 
that tempts you ro Sin, and would hinder you from your 
Duty. Ir's the Devil that tempts Men to Pride, and Ma- 
"Fl lice, and to all manner of Wickednefs, For he being 2 
J proud, malicious, and moſt wicked Spirir, would have 
Men to be like himſelf, thatſo rhey may be for ever mi- 
K ferable with him. Will you not then reſiſt rhe Devil, 
the great Encmy of your Souls, and be led and guided by 
'F God's good Spirir,and follow his motions and the dire&t- 
ons of his word which lead to Happineſs ? O do not grieve 
© chis Bleſſed Spirir, who alone can give us rrue comfort ; 
do not refiſt and quench his motions, nor provoke him 
to depart from you, and leave you to your own Lutlts, 
JS and to the Power of Satan, who ſeeks your Ruin. 
KF Moreover, as the Devil has his Inſtruments to draw 
Men to Wickedneſs, one ill Man tempring another ; ſo 
Miniſters are ſent from God to draw you to Righteouſ- 


b neſs and Holineſs, They are the Ambaſſadors and Me(- 
cold {<vgers of Chriſt, and do in his Name beſeech you to 


he reconciled ro God, who is moſt willing to be recon- 


48 <iled to you, if you will but caſt away thoſe wicked 
8 Works which provoke him .to Anger, 2 Cor. 5. 20. O 


how: will. it rejoyce the Hearts of your - Miniſters thar 
W.ruly love your Souls, to ſee the ſucceſs of their. Labours, 
to haye-you come to them, enquiring whar you muſt do 
to be ſaved, declaring your Regentance for your former 
evil Courſes, and your Reſolution henceforth ro become 
oy ne-Creatures. Certainly we exhort you to nothing bur 
ll What is highly reaſonable and for your own benefir, 
ir + perſuade you to return to the Favour - of God. 
© Why chen wil! you not hearken to us?If a meſſage of mer- 
Gy 


mould be ſcar you from the King, when you were in 
| 8 -- danger 
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. danger of death for Rebellion; would you Rot moſt glatk f | 
ly and thafkfolly- receive Tt ? Atid \ will you nor be &f 
chinkful and obedient tothe - King of Kings, and as wit + 

- to fave your Souls, as to preſerve your Bodies ? "" ( 

And befides'his Word *ttd Minifiers, God alfo pleat ll « 
- wich you by his Providences to bring you to Repentancs Wl i 
Sometimes he ſends Affii&ions to corret you for youtl : 
.Faulis, ro ſhew you the evil of Sin, and draw you hom ( 
ro himſelf; and ar other 'timm& he ſends many Merciclf d 
45 1 have told you, to ſoften your Hearts, ro engage and (i 
allure you to his Service : And fuch good uſe we ought v 
ro make of all God's dealings with us, _— 


| | -« "Sb 
(4) -Confider further wha: Engagements you-lye under ME ke 
- an holy life by your own Profeſſion, Promiſes and Vows. Yaſh th 
.profeſs and call your ſelves Chriftians, rhe Diſciples ati w! 
Foll&wvers -of Chriſt : Onghr you Hor then to- follow his fti 
Example, and obey his Commands,if you will:make goo 
thar Name? You would think ira great Difgrace nor wi co 
: be taken for a'Chrifiian, bur for a ZTuark or Few. Beward of 
-chen left you bring this Diſgrace upon your fe[ves by ai rec 
.unchriſtian remper of Mind, and. j!l courſe of Life, Wyo 
you are Falſe or Cru:1, Covetous or. Luſiful, like a 7infan: 
.or Jew, it matters little whar you call your ſelves. Has 1 
5s nor a Chriſtian that's ofte oarwardly,: but he 'thar tag I'n 
the ſame Mind and Spirit'tharwas in Chriſt Jeſus, Golfing 
will notart the laft day nidge of Men by their Names att ſha 
Titles, bur by their Hearts ind Lives. Only ir will gm! 
.much worſe'with a Man that calls himſclf a Chriſtiayou 
and yer lives like an Heathen orTofidel, Acrat 
And pray cofiſider how by your Baptiſm you are Fon : 
lemnly lifted under Chrift's Banner, to fighr againſt ulero 
Devil, the Wozld, and the Fleſh ; atid by the keepiphon 
this Vow, you ſhew your ſelves to be Chriſtiaris indealWabu! 
But if you ate led away by 'the Temptations 'of San 
and do his Works, ani/ate enſnared by the VabiriesWliev« 
the World, the Luſts-and Pleaſures of the Fleſh, youlhe 
in effe&'renounce your Baptiſm. ab 
Beſides this, have you nor renewed this ſame Vow, © 
the Holy Communion, there openly profeffing your Wet 
lecf in Chriſt crucified, and promiſing Obedtence to hn" 
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If you have nor received this Holy Sacrament, though 
you have long been ar years of diſcrerion, you then ſhew 
your ſelves by this negle&, to be no obedient Diſciples 
of Chriſt, fince you do not obey his plain Command to 
da this in remembrance of him,Luk.22.19.And indeed | fear 
that many careleſs People will not come to the Com- 
munion, becauſe chey think it would bind them to. lead 
ſuch a ſtri& and holy Life as they have no mind to. Bur 
do not they caſt off Jeſus Chriſt* from being rheir Ma- 
fter; who look upon his Commands as roo ſtri& and ſe- 
vere,and will not promiſe to obey him? Yea, do they not 
thereby even difown their Bapriſm, by which they were 
bound to this Obedience? So that the ſame reafon which 
Wl keeps them from rhe Communion, it's like, would keep 
vl them from being Baprized,if 1t were yer to be done, And 
{18 whar fort-of Chriſtians are they that would reje& Chri- 
ll ftian Bapriſm, becauſe ic engages them to an holy Life ? 
x88. 1f you are not guilty of this negleF, bur do ſometimes 
v8 come ro-the Lord's Supper, to keep up the remembrance 
© of his Death and Suffcrings : Then pray conſider, that by 


; a Holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly renew 


{your WoW ro be Chrift's faithful Seryants and Diſciples, 
mand ro walk jn fincere Obedience to all his Holy Laws, 
1& a5 you hopefor Salvation by his Dearth, Wherefore may. 
9 1'not well beſeech you ro uſe all die care-to live accord- 
ofing to this your Promiſe and Engagement ? What a 
8 ſhame is it for a_ Man to be falſe ro his Word, much 
more to his Oath * O do not then break that Oath which 
ia you have made ro God himſelf, by raking this Holy Sa- 
Kcramerir. And call ro mind if you have not ſometimes 
{Kon a Sick-bed, or in ſome great Danger, made the ſame 
#FPromiſe and Vow : And has not God ſpared you to ſee 
pityhow you would perform the ſame ? Take heed then of 
agabuſfing his Mcrcy, and breaking your Promiſe, 
ab Moreover 1 might ſhew how your profeſling to be. 
ex WF ieve the Creed engages you to live well, according te 
Je Holy - Faith you profeſs, which is a Dorin according 
WM. Eur laftly, the very Prayers you put up to God, lay 
WR fame Engagement on you, even to ſcrve and pleaſe 
hinus God whom you Ing To inſtance brietly - 
2 | 2 the 
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« the Lord's Prayer, whilſt we call God Our Farher, %e. 
ought we not to love and honour him, to obey him and 
- febmitto him as our Heavenly Father ? Whilſt -we. pray 
- that his Name may be hallowed, his Kingdom come, ani 
. bis Will done in Earth as it is in Heaven, ought we na 
'  , eur ſelves to honour his Name;and advance his Kingdom, 
' by obeying his Laws, and by doing his Will confiar 
- and chearfully.as the Angels do in Heaven, to the ut 
moſt of our Power ?. Praying for datly Bread, teaches or 
. dependanece- upon God, and engages us to ſerve himh 
whom we are-malnrained. -When we pray God zo fi 
give our Treſpaſſes as we forgive others, this ſtritly binds 
. us to forgive thoſe that offend us, -as e ver we hope fq 
mercy from God. Aud 'when we pray not to be lea im 
temptation, but delivered from evil,- this ſhould reſtrai 
- us from running into temptation, and make-us caref 
ro avoid all fin and the occaſions of ir. To the ſam 
: purpoſe I mighrt..alſo mention the Pray. rs of the Churd 
ro which I hope you come frequently. Therein you | 
, gin with the Confeſſion of your Sins, and ought you nat 
10 forſake as well as to confeſs them? And in the end « 
the Confeſſion, you pray God for Chriſt's ſake rant th 
.you may lead godly, righteous and ſober lives, . And almol 
in every Prayer, you will find ſomevhar"ro«rhis cel 
Now I hope you are in good carncſt in theſe yc 
Prayers, elſe you do mock God and affront him, infſte 
of worſhiping and pleaſing him. Bur if you do hean 
ly defire theſe things which you pray for, then you 
do your part for the Attainment of them, and will dil 
gently endeavour 'to live in ſo holy and good a manngh+ ſu: 
as you pray that you may do. And if you thus all fu 
diligence to your Prayers,God's Grace will never | 
wanting for your Aſſiſtance. _ _ -| G 


(5) Confider alſo how juſt and equal all God's Conf Aj 
Mmandments are, ſuch that our own reaſon cannor butafſ: Til 
prove of them, as being moſt agreeable to us as we af ab 
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Reaſonable Creatures. To inſtance in-the chief of then” to 
1s-it not moſt juſt and fic that we ſhould love God aboiſſt'of 
all, who is the beſt and moſt perfe& of all Beings, wh tO 
from whom we receive all our good things ? Oughrh wi 
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nor to pray to him who alone can hear and help us,and is * 
give thanks and prallſe to him, who is the Father of mert 
ral cies? Is it not moſt reaſonable that Children ſhould obey * 
lll their Parents, and Subjects their Rulcrs? and that all men *© 
nal ſhould Hive in peace and love with one another,and ſpeak © 
mY truly, and deal honefily as they would be dealt with? Is - 
jz not moſt fit-and decent for a man to eat and drink mo- 
n& derately, ſo-as makes moſt for his Healch? Tobe modeſt © - 
iy and chaſt in all his Converſation? Willnot every man's - 
owh reaſon acknowledge the equity and firne(s of theſe © 
and the like Prec:pts? And for ſome that do ſeem more - 
ſevere, there may be-given very good reaſon for them * 
alſo ; So that plainly all Go4's Commmids are the wife 
and wholſome- Counfels of a moſt tender Father, who * 
forbids his Children nothing but whar's hurtful, and. re- 
quires nothing of them bur what makes for their own * 
good, even to deal juſtly, to love mercy,” and to walk hum: © 
bly with their God, Mic. 6, 8. Chrift's toke is eaſie, and_ 
his burden light, Mat, 11. 30. God's -Service is perfeR © 
freedom, as we daily ſtyſe it 19 our Prayers. And his - 
= Commandments are not grievous, 1 Joh. 5. 3, Shall we | 
"not then be ſo dutifal to our Heavenly 'Father, yea, ſo * 
wiſe-for our own good, as-ro obey cheſe moſt reaſonable : 
and gracious Laws which he has given us ? So juft and * 
equal they are, that we cannot break them without of- | 
fering a kind of violence to our ſelves, and going con- } 
trary to the reaſon of our mind. They are /ight- to | 
| 


the eyes, and joy to the heart, ſweeter to a good Man than: 
honey, and the boney-comb, as the Pſalmiſt oſt ſpeaks. As 
:ſaitable are God's Commands to our Natures, and as uſe- : 
ful and healchful ro. our Souls; as-the moſt wholeſom |! 
- Food to our Bodies.. And for a Man to dire& his whole © 
Carriage and Behaviour according to the Laws of God, is 
as much his Wiſdom, as-ir is to go cloathed in decenr 

on Apparel, and to eat and drink what is good for his Nou- 
40: riſhment. But on the other hznd, for ane to. run naked * 
oF about the Streers, to fill his mouth with mire and dirr, -. 
em-to cut and mangle his own Fleſh, is nor a greater ſign 
of folly and madneſs, than for a man to live according : 
to his own Luſt, rather than after the Laws of God, - 
' which are fo agreeable to our Reaſon, and do fo plainly - 

F B 3 \ ._ conduce = 
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conduce to our own trueſt [nrereſt and Advantage,borhz 
this Life,and that to come; as wil] appear by what follox 


(6) Confider therefore in the next place, that it is 1 
moſt certain Truth, That the leading of an holy and goul 
Life, is in all reſpe&s very greatly for a Man's own benefu 
and comfort;even in this preſent World Godlineſs is profit 
ble for alt things: It makes for the quiet of our Minds, the 
health of our Bodies, the encreaſe of our Eſtates, and 

rocures us much Credit and Eſteem, mach Love and Good 

ill among our Neighbours. Yea, it commonly bring 
along with it, all manner of Bleflings, and makes the en. 
Joyment of them more ſweer and pleaſant, and keeps of 
a great deal of trouble which wicked Men bring up 
themſelves, and affords much ſupport and eaſe unde 
thoſe Afﬀfiitions which the Providence of God may lay 
upon us. Infomuch that no Man of what Rank and Con- 
diciou focver, can lead a truly comfortable Life, except 
he'lead an Holy and good Life, All rhis its frequently 
tavghr- in Scripture, and may cafily be manifeſted 
clear Reaſon : Or if that be nor ſufficient, ir is alſo n 
plainly to be d:icerned by daily experience, that rhe 
who truly fear God, have much more peace and comfort 
in this World, than wicked and looſe Livers, that make 
no Conſcience of their Ways. = 

If I fhould make the Compariſon only betwixt a ſober 
Man and a Drunkard, which do you think has the better 
of ir in this Liſe ? How often do the great Drinkers not 
only waſte their Eftates, bur deſiroy their Health, weak 
en their Brains, and ſhorten their Lives ? How often do 
rhey fall into Quarrels,get Wounds. and Bruiſes,and ſotne 
times Death ir ſelf, either by Fighting, or by one ſad 
cident or other? Sometimes the very Children in 
Streets run afrer them, ſhouting and making Spore with 
r!;em. And if you follow them to their own Homes, what] 
Diſturbance and Miſchief do they make there ? what 
Swearing and Curfing, what Brawling and Scolding, wha 
Quarrelling and Fighring is there? What Our: cries and L# 
mentations do Wite and Children make ? who now pet- 
haps are glad to ger away for fear of their Lives, as be 
fore they far ſtarving for want of that Mony which thek 
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il: Hus>ands waſte in the-Ale-Houſe, (A fin and ſhame ic - 
js ro thoſe that enrextain them. )JAnd after they have lived 
a while at this wild and wicked rate, che nezx news com-- 
monly is, chat eixher for Debr or for Diſorder they are 
laid up-in Priſon, and ſometimes by thoſe very People In - 
whoſe Hauſes jhey drink away all they got. Aud now 
they are forced to live upon Bread ang Waterand linger 
our'a miſerable hungry Life, 1o a cald ſtinking Dungeon, - 
tl ether the Chariry of Friends, or Death irſclf releafe 
them thence. (And by the way, is this ſuch a pleaſant 
Life, that it's. worth being damn'd - for to Hell-rormengs 

'to all Ecerniry ? of which afterward.) | 
Thus alſo I might teli of the fad effects of Whoredom, 
which is commonly lalloged wich Poyerty and Diſgrace, 
dell and many times with a filchy loathſom Difeg'e, which 
lay}. make Men rot abaye grapnd. And thus angry, proud, mali- 
cious; revengeful People are a continyal rorment rochem- 
ſelvesand to all abour themy and ſeldom haxe any peace. 
or quiet,cither wich their Neighbours,or in their own Fa- 
milies, The like may be fhewn of all other Yices which 
are ſtill wont ro bring their own Puniſhment «(org with 
them; to ſay nothing of whar is or ought co be inflied- 
by. the ; Magiſtrare, Eſpecially ſuch wicked People as 
Thieves - and Murderers, Traicors and Rebels do ſeldom” 
eſcape the hangs of publick Juftice. But who will: bart men 
if they be folawers of that which js good? Or what hare does. 
a man bring upen himſelf by living ſoberly and chaſtely, 
by fearing God and honouring the King? What miſchief 
does a Man get by minding his own buſineſs, and liviog - 
quietly and peaceably among his Neighbours 2 Nay, 
how happily may we ſee even ſome of the meaveft fare 
of People live, tht are diligent in their Callings, and fo-- 
ber and temperatcy and careful ro pleaſe God, and keep 
a good Conſcience 1nall their ways? Very ſeldoin ir 15 
that chey are pinched with much want, or if they ſhould 
fal: ico a bow Condition, yer ail good People that know 
. them, axe ready to pity and relieve them 3 and will often- 
truſt them wich Mony or Goods till they are able to pay. 
And eyery | body is willing xo employ an. honeſt in- 
duſtrious Man, fo that he: fhall ſeldom wane Work. or 
Trading. Bur idle, Siorops People thar follow Whoring ij 
; 4: | 
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and Drinking, Gaming, and Cheating, and Stealing, that 
negle& God's Service, and profane the Lord's day, being 


_ © often in the Ale-Houſe when they ſhould be at Church 


theſe are the People, if you obſerve ir, that do commots 
iy fall into the baſeſt beggary and miſery 3 and Men db 
but little pity them, becauſe they brought ir all on them 
felves. O how happy might all ſorts of People be, in 4 
very great meaſure even at preſent, if they would but 
become truly religious and good! It is their own fin 
and folly, their Luſts and Paſſions that occafion moſt of 
thoſe Troubles and Miſeries which they meet with; 
tho I kiow they uſe to cry out of their hard Fortune, 
and to lay the blame upon others, and ſometimes ro mur- 


mur againſt God himſelf. But they confider not how 
they provoke God to Anger daily by their hainous fins, Mh 


and therefore may juſtly feel h's heavy Judgments for 


the. fame, b<fide all the miſchief which naturally follows , 
upen wickedneſs. And this makes their condition to bei 
fad indeed, thzt they are always liable to the wrath of 


God, and may juſtly expe his. Vengeance to fall upon 
them, and to ſtrip them of all their Comforts, and throw: 


them into the foreſt Calamitics. 


But on the corrary, herein above all lies the good! 
Man's ſecurity and comforr, that he enjoys the bleſſings 


and favour of Almighty God, and rherefore is ſure ro 


want nothing that's traly good for him. So it's prom» 
ſed, Pſal. 84. 11, 12. Mat. 6. 33. They that firſt ſeek the: 


that is needful added to them. So that a poor Man can take 
no ſurcr courſe to provide for himſelf and Family, than 


ro become truly Religivusz tho he may nor; have great; 
- things in the World, yer he ſhall have Food convenieny,. 


kingdom of God, and the righteouſneſs of it, ſhall have all: 


And then, which is better chan all, he ſhall have God's 
bleJing with what he enjoys; and this will afford him: 


more true content and comfort in thar litle he has, than 
a wicked Man can find in all his great Treaſures, Godhi-- 


neſs with contentment is the .greateſt gain, Pſal. 37. 16. 


1 Tim. 6.6. 'A poor Man that has only 7acob's With,” 


Food to cat, and Raiment to put on, if alſo he has-J«-! 
' £02 Piety, and rakes the Lord for his God, and lives 1n' 
his fear and ſervice, and enjoys the ſenſe- of his __ 
; p W 
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ow bleſſed is the ſtate of this Man ? How chearfully 


Ing Wray he live at all crimes, norwithſtanding his Poverty? | 


at though his Dwelling be mean, his Fare ſomewhat 
ard and courſe, and his Cloathing very plain ; yet 
hilft he loves God fincerely, and worſhips him duly 
| devoutly, he may even turn his poor Cotrage into 
Palace, yea, a Temple; and the bleſſed God will viſir 
im with his Preſence, will accepr of his Services, and. 
eh him with the light of his Countenance. And upon 
his Knowledge and Enjoyment of God it 1s, that the 
e comfort of 2 man's Life depends, whatever his out- 
ard condition be. Ir js this alone which gives Inward 
eace and ſarisfaftion ro his mind, and ſweetens all his. 
nercies, and above all things, bears up his heart under 
hoſe afflitions he meets with. For the beſt of men. 
nuft expe& their ſhare of ourward "Troubles: in this 
forld, ſuch as Sickneſs and Pain, loſs of Friends and 
fate, with the like; theſe are Calamities common to ahi. 

Bur here the good man has clearly the advantage, fince - 

e looks upon all that befalſs him as coming from the 

lands of a moſt wiſe and gracious God, who knows what-- 

; beſt for him; and to whoſe Will he f1eely reſigns him- 
f, and all his Aﬀairs, ſaying with his blefled maſter,. 
ot - will, O God; but thine be dine. Yea, he receives. 

Mflictions as ſent in. Kindneſs, to corre& him for his 

aults, to exerciſe and encreaſe his Graces, and ſo topre- 

are him for Glory. And here's the great benefir of Re- 
gion, that jt teacheth a man_ whither to go for Relief 
nd Comfort in all his Straits and Difficulties, eyen to 
his grear and good God, who is moſt able and ready-to 

Ip his People inall times of Trouble. This we ſtill read 

a Scriprure was the courſe of holy men, and they found 
was not it vain.And to this day will God's falthfal 


Pcrvants find the good effeRs of thus devourly applying 


iemſelves ro God by Prayer. For his eyes are- ever upon - 


1- We Righteous, and bis ear open to their cry. He takes 
pity on them, comforts and ſupports them. He'll lay no 


ore upon them than he enables them to'bearz and in 
5 good time he ſupplies their Wants, and delivers them 
om their Afflitions,yea, he turns them into bleſſings; and 


Wakes all work, together for their good, as he has promiſcd 
> 7, ; rQ Keg 
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tothem that love him, Rom. 8. 28. O what an Happulfion! 

is it to be acquaimed: with God,to: have a due ſenſe iis 

Providence, {0 as tolive on.it and improve it, 706224 hi 
Bux how. ſad is the condition of a wicked Man, 

has no ſuch knowledge of God, no love to him, nap 


expeRacjons of help and relicf from him? Eyenjy 
greateſt Proſperiry he's a very miſerable Man, whull 
lives without God in the World : Rat he icels him (41 
be ſo indeed, when he falls into any great: Calamity, Merc 
knows not which way to turn himſclf for help and lie j 
fort. For as wickedneſs ſtill brings Men into miſer\Mers 
I have before ſhewn) ſo there it leaves them in the WſVo!i 
wretched forlorn condition. And the ill remper of tſace 
Minds, adds weight and load to their Calamities, War 
grievouſly cncreaſes; the: ſmart . of them, The ſcnlly c 
their own. guile ſometimes rormenrs their Conſciendhac 
and -fills chem with fear and horrour : Somerimes. he 
rage and fret againſt thoſe that helpt on their SutteriWin 
and ſometimes they even blaſpheme God himſclt, 
murmur againſt his Providence. Whilſt che good 
with-50b bleſſes God in all his Affiictions, theſe are ral 
to follow the counſel of his. Wiſe,.even to curſe Gad! 
dye. For being full of __— and deſpair, chey ah 
their wits end, and weary at their yery Lives, as we We 
of Cain aid Fudas, and ſuch like, both In Scriprare-he 
other Hiſtory.. For my part I do verily think, that Witer 
to the Deviis and thoſe In Hell, there are Bo CrearuriWari 
the World more miſerable than wicked ungodly Peg 
and whilſt we ſee what the common fruir of fin is Wiſhej 
on Earch, we may eaſily be convinced that it leah 
Hell and Damnazion hereafter. And all this do Wer1 
madly and wilfully run into by their own evil doin 
. evenas a Man tha thruſts hjs hands into.che Fire, ful 
to feel pain and fmare. By forſaking of God, they fall 
their own Mercies, and by ſfunning againſt bim, they wiliſer 
their own Souls, yea, their Bodics roo,. and all their @ 


i© | 
4x 
J 


eerns, Thus you ſee that an Holy Life is moſt profis 

for us even ta this preſent World, preventing much if 
and bringing all mapner of good along with ir. Ori 
Man ſhould fall ivzo ſuch hard times, as to ſuffer met 
for Religion and a good Conſcience, he ſhall then of 


KK? 
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ly find ſuch wonderful comfort and fatisfation of 
Wind, char he will even triumph and rejoyce in themidft 
WF his ſufferings: as we know the Apoſtles and primicive 
wiftians did, and that eſpecially in hope of the glori- 
Rewards laid __ ood Men: in the Heavens. Burt 

t brings me to the la 


Confideration I ſhall mention. 


Jl (Laſily) Namely, That an Holy Life through the rich 
\We7cy of God, will render us perfettly and eternally bleſſed in 
oe World to come, whereas a wicked courſe of Life,Jeads 19 
1 ernal miſery and torment. According as we live in this 
orld, ſo muſt we fare in the next: For this Life is:a 
ace of Trial in order to Erernity. Even at Deatha good 
»Fan has ground of much comfort, having the Teftimo- 
way of a good Conſcienee, and the ſenſe of God's Love, fo 
nr with St. Stephen, he may commit his Soul into 
Fe hands of the Lord Jeſus, who is ready to: receive 
vim. But how ſad is it with a wicked Man, when beſide 
"Wl! the pains of the Body, his Mind is tormemeed with 
he remembrance of his Sins, and with the fears of God's : 
Vrath. But the great difference will be made at the day 
.Jadgment, when the ſheep ſhall be ſet at Chriit's right 
and, and the goats on the left; as you have ir deſcribed 
WKrth, 25. 31, &c. To thoſe on the right hand, that is, 
Fc pious and good, will be pronounced that joyful Sen- 
nce, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inberit the Kingdom = 
artd for you from the faundation of the World, And 
they enter into that moſt glorious Kingdom, where 
perrther Sin nor Sorrow ſhall ever difturb theni- more 3 
where they ſhall never feel nor fear any manner of evil 
Ir pain, eicher of Soul or Body . But ſhall be admitted 
nto the immediate Preſence of God, where there is all 
falneſs of Joy for evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a thear, 
nowledge of the. ever-bleſſed. God, and ſuch a lively 
cnſe of his infinice PerfeRions, as will fill them with Ad- 
FF miration, Love and Praiſe: And they ſhall feel the Love of 
God and their Saviour fo fully ſhed abroad upon them,as 
i ſhall caiſe their Hearts to the very utmoſt heights of Joy 
Wand Thankfulneſs, and rheir Mouths ſhall be filled with 
I allclujahs and Songs of Praiſc,and in this moſt delightful 
Employment ſhall chey joyn with all the bleſſed Compa- 
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ny of Heaven for ever and ever. That's the perfeRtion 
all, that the.Joys of Heaven ſhall never have an end." I* 
both a moſt exceeding and eternal weight of Glory tf 
promiſed, 2 Cor. 4-19, 18. For ever ſhall we remain wi 
the Lord, 1 Theſ. 4:19. - The erernal God will be 
portion of his People; and their Joy in him ſhall nal 
be lefſened or abated throughall Erterniry. They ſhall? 
always bleſſing and praiſing him, always fatisfied 
raviſhed withthe-beholdiog of his Glorics and the enjiif 
ment- of his Love-; always delighted wich the molt piyo 
fant and agreeable Soctety of Angels and Saints: And ney" 
more ſhall dear Friends and compavions be ſeparated fi 
eachother, when onee they are met in Heaven, Dal 
has now no power over them. They are become in 
meaſure even like to Chriſt himſelf, and there: ſha} 
him as he is iq all his glory, Phil. 3. 28. 1 Fob. 3. 2 
But what it is thus tobe made like to Chriſt,to fee 6 
and enjoy him,we are not able fully to expreſs or conal 
whilſt weare here in the Body;to compare the Glortg 
Heaven to all the riches an1 honours of Courts and Pa 
..ces here below, were greatly to leſſen and diſparage the 
So great are thoſe heavenly Glories and Joys, that tl t 


can never be clearly known. till they are enjoyed :Y! 
. a blind man cannever ref{ what Light is, till-His Ti© 
are open todiſcery it, It's enough for us that we hyp 
full.a from the Promiſes of the Goſpel, that fu * 
a: ſtate of unſpeakable Happineſs there is provided @ 
ood men -in the life ro come. And as the-Lord Jul « 
s-gone before to- prepare ſr-for them, ſo-now-by his ha! 
Spirit he. prepares them for that bleſſed place, by waillf * 
Ing in them that grace which-fits them for glory,and is 
very firſt-fruits and beginnings.of irin their Souls. Ti 
Holineſs is the moſt certain pledge-of eternal Happine 
and makes-us meet for it,- Eph. 1. 1.3, 14. Col. 1. 12. © 
Stnce then ſuch- a-Glory there Is; ſo infinitely gre 
ſo.ſare and: certain, ſhall we notall be perſwaded to ſel 
afrer it, by walking in thoſe holy ways that lead 
ta? Surely.: we ſhall, if we have: any Belief of Go 
Word,any regard to our own Intereſt. Muſt our- Souls 
far ever.in another World, and ſhall we not uſe our4 
maſt cafe . and diligence. ro” make them . happy for 
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*RiSere? Are they not our own Souls ? And do they nor 
nd *Mcn deſerve our:love-and care ? If we be wiſe and good, 
ry il it not for our ſelves, for our own Happineſs? And is 
tin where any other way to make our ſelves happy bur by 
be Woing the love of God and eternal life ? Do we. not ſce 
| neat all worldly comforts are ſhort and uncertain ? They 
/ ſhaiWither in our hands, and periſhin the uſing. Our Neſgh- 
urs and Acquaintance are daily dying round abour us; 
ni@"}any of our deareſt Friends and Relations are already 
ft pione before us, and we our ſelves are ſwiftly: following 
d neSfer. We are juſt upon the borders of Eternity, liable to 
-d fl Thouſand Diſcaſes and Miſchances that may ſoon ſtop 
De@Þur Breath, and then we are gone. Since then, we can- 
Mot make ſure of chis life, nor the enjoyments of ir : O 
t.us ſce ro make ſure of eternal Glory 3 which we may 
. 2:Ko, by God's affiſtance, even the pooreſt man on Earth, 
| fhe will become ſincerely pions and good. For God is 
no reſpeRer of Perſons. Chriſt died for poor men as well 
;68as rich 3 and they that have no inheritance on Earth, 
x may be Heirs of che Heavenly Kingdom, If they be rich 
«in faith and love to God, Jam. 2. 5. And methinks they 
that have ſo much trouble and ſoirow in this Life, ſhould 
be moved to ſeek after Riches ard Glory in the Life to 
WF come. There the pooreft Lazarus ſhall have a Thoufand 
& times more pleaſure and joy, than any of che proud Di- 
& +e-'s, or rich Glutrons and Epicures have now in their de- 
{ licious fare and gorgeous Apparel. Nay, the very hopes 
J of this Glory may fill the good man's mind, with fo 
WS much Joy, thar he will even forget his Poverty, and not 
count his Atflitions worthy to be compared with the 
i happineſs '/he hopes for; nor would he change Eſtates 
Sg with the greateſt Prince upon Earth, who is a ſtranger 
KY £0 theſe hopes. Thus it was with the Holy Apoſtles and 
their Followers, 2 Cor. 6. 10+ 1 Pet. 1.6, 9,8. 
-- Thus have I briefly told you ſomewhat of the happi- 
neſs of the godly in the World ro come: But on the 0- 
ther hand confider whar will be rhe Portion of the wick. 
ed, who deſpiſe the mercies of God, and the offers and 
promiſes of So Goſpel, theſe will at laft fall under his 
8 eayy. Wrath and Vengeance, and there muſt remain for 
eat ac otoatay - 
"= - er 
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ſer out by rhe moſt dreadful things, ſuch as Fire 
Brimſtone, and a never dying Worm that perperull 
gnaws and ftings their Hearts. They are caft into @ 
erdarkneſs, where rhere- ts weeping and wailing, # 
onaſhing of Teeth, nor rhe leaſt glimmering of hopel 
comfort to all Erernity, Mat. 25. 30, 41,46. Mark 9, 
ro the end; .2 Theſſ. 1.9,8, 9. Theſe are rhe Goars that 
ing fer on the lefr hand,muſt hear that doleful Sente 
Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared: 
the Devil and his Angels. An heavy Doom, and yer ny 
juſt,For they departed fromGod and negle&ed hisServi 
here on Earth, and therefore now muſt chey depart fraflif © 
his Preſence, in which their corrupt minds can rake' 
delighr. They preferr'd the Tavern and the Alechai 
before the Houſe of God 3 and took more pleaſure 
Feaſting and Drinking,in Roaring and Revelling amondi& 
their wicked Companions, thaniin worſhiping of G 
in the Communion. of Saints : They loved nor Pray 
and Praiſes in the Aſſemblies of his People, nor had 
mind to come to the Lord's Table, rhough ofcen it 
red thereto; and therefore muſt they now be ſhur-@ 
from ſuch holy Company, and from ſuch high and hu 
venly Employments, for which they are alrogether 1 
fir. They were many -of them greatly -given to Curſdy 
and now it's come upon them. That Cxrſe of 66 
which they in their rage often wiſhed to. theirNetghboy 
is now fallen upon themſelves. Nay, did not many 
rheſe prophane Wrerches even call for this-Curſe upa# 
their own heads,in that-hellifſh Language of God damn 
And what wonder if their Pecition be now granted, at 
they ſentenced tothat Damnation which rhey thus calle 
for ?-By the Dew! they were led -and guided, and. 
his wicked Inſtruments and their own bruitiſh -Luſkſt 
and therefore.now they;muft have-the Devil:aft# his 4 
gels, and damned Sinners like -chemſelves ro be thei 
Companions in Torment, whore ſo far from pirying ul 
comforting each other, that, rather they.curſe one ano 
ther.now. in their miſery, who before tempted one ano 
ther to Sin. O ſad meeting of the Drunkards , 'thi 
Whoremongers and. the Harlots there rogether in -thol 
ſcorching Flames. Where in yaig they cry our :for4 
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pþ of Water to cool their Tongue. Ir muft not be 
Wc remembrance of all their Rior and Lewdneſs ſerves 
ro encreaſe their Torment. And now alſo they may 
ember how God did-again and again call upon them, 
d they would norhear ; neither therefore will he now 
their Cries, when Pain and Angniſh is come upon 
,, Prov. 1. 24. to the end. And though they may 
y ont againſt chejir Companions, 'and accuſe the Devi], 
din their rage blafpheme God himſelf, yer will cheir 
ohſciences fly withgreateft fury upon them(ſelves, who 
| = of all the Warnings that were given them, did . 
y their own wilfal and 1mpenirent contiemance in Sin, 
urge theinſelves into this 'miſery, from whence they 
buſt never be'releaſed.O dreadful word Everlaſting Fire! 
ternal Torment / low does the 'thought of this fink and 
{k their hearts,and fill chetn with deepeſt horrour ard 
fpzir! #ho can dwell with everlaſting burnings 2 Who 
an? And yer the damned Sinner mft, tho in rhe moſt 
lping and imparicnt manner. Afrer they have lain 
ovſands and Millions of years in thar/place of rorment, 


er is there not a Moment lefs ro came, there js/a whole 


rernity ſti[[behind. The Worm never dies, the Flame 


jugs never quenched. Nor is God +ro be accuſed of ſevery- 
gy it all this, fince it was the'Sinners own doing, the 


kuir'of their own choice : 'For they knew that Sin would 


Wink them into Hell,and yet thev would venture upon it. 


And indeed ir finks them thither as naturally as 'a Stone 
alls ro-the'Ground.. Eyen'here on Earth, the Proud and 
Covetous, the Malicious #nd Revengeful;the Profane and 


lefÞSenſadl,do kindle ſomewhat of Hell-in as oe ho ra 
nd whillFttiey carry along with 'them'the ſame wick 


nd, it' maſt ſtill needs make then moft 
and miſerable in another: World, as long 'as 


iſeret ch6r Souls live,and theſe Vices flick to' them, 'th 


to all Erernity, Letinor him that carries Fire'in- his 


»WBoſom accuſ- Gods /Providencefor making the Fire hor, - 


x 
: 
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When he feels ic biitn him; but ler him! blame his-own 
Þolly and wiltutnefs: And fo muſt ſelcondcnwed 'Sin- 
ry be forced ro'do, | VT 


And 
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And now tell me I beſcech you, Is there not all they 
fon in the World that you ſhould ſpeedily repent you 
your Sins, and caſt chem from you with loathing 3 
dereſtarion, and henceforward ſet upon a courſe of ; 
rious Holineſs, that ſo you may eſcape all this mik a 
threatned to the wicked, and may partake of that Gh ho 
which is promiſed: ro the ptous and good. Does nt 
Thouſand Pound a Year deſerve the Labour of one dy 
And will nor. all the Joys of Heaven, that ſhall lat —- 
ever and ever, abundantly reward our diligence in G 
ſervice for this ſhort Life-time ? And are not the eter 
Tormenrs of Hell enough to reftrain men from a I 
and ſinful Life, tho ic were never ſo profitable or pl. 
ſant here for a lictle while ? But you have before he A 
it fully proved, that cven at preſent an. holy Life 1s in 
reſpe&s moſt for our benefit and comfort, So that wi 
out doubt a good man finds more ſweetneſs and fatisfa | 
on in the way to Heaven, than ſinners do in the way [: 
Hell. Our gracious God appoints us an eafie and | no 


nourable Service, and gives glorious Rewards : But = 


Devil is a moſt cruel Maſter, and ſers his Slaves toil 


vileſt Drudgery., and afterwards pays them very Bo 
Wages, Rom. 6. 21, 22, 23. Wherher then will. you Mc. 
Chriſt's Freemen,or the Devil's Bondſlaves? Whether v 
you walk in che goo1 ways of God, that bring peace; 
comfort here on Earth, and eternal glory in Heaven; 
inthe crooked paths of Sin, which now bring Sorro 
and Shame, and Pain, and hereafter will plunge you in 
eternal miſcry and torment 1n Hell ? Thus are Life 4 
Death, Happineſs and Miſery ſet before you 3 what cho 
-then-will you make ?. One would. think there was 4 
great Difficulty in the caſe,to a manthar has-che_ uſe of bil 
reaſon, if; he will at all make uſe of it ja the Aﬀairs 

his Soul. A lictle thinking ſerves turn to caffeince my 

that there is no. reaſon why they ſhould chuſe Povenli®.. 
and Reproach, Pain and Impriſonment (if they.allli, 
honeſtly avoid them) rather than Riches and Honowlfin 
Eaſe and Liberty, | But I am. ſure there is a Thoulai;s 
tifnes leſs;reaſon for a-man to diſobey God, and damn bill; 
Soul for ever, rather than to pleaſe_and. ſerye hin, an 
fo make ſure of crernal Salyation. Wherefore let me agaliih, 


ſon 
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belzech you to take the matter -into conſideration, and © 
think ſeriouſly what is moſt reaſonable and moſt for your = - 
own: Intereſt, and then chuſe accordingly. And I pray ' 
God dire& your Hearts to make ſo wiſe a Choice, thar * 
you may never have cauſe to repent of it,- either in this *- 
World or that to Tome, - Amen. - 


PO —_— 


CHAP. 1. 


A-brief Deſcription of an Holy Life; with 
ſome ſhort Direftions in order thereto: - 


$4 


E. you now demand of. me wherein confiſts' this Holi. * 
*neſfs of Life, to which 1 have been:thus-long- and ear- 
MI neſtly cxhorting you, that t hope you may in ſome mea- * 
Mſure underſtand by refle&ing on what I faid at the -be- 
Meinning, and by attending to what I have intimated all - 
Walong in my Diſcourſe. Yer for your Afſliſtance, I jhall *+ 
"Wſomewhat more plainly repreſent -it to you, tho. but- ve- - 
/ w] briefly 3 _ as no other cati be expeRtcd in this -lictle © 
, £-* IPcT. | : ; 
,- the general-then (as 1 have before expreſs'd ut) I *© 
- Yam-only perfuading_you to live as becomes. true Chri- - 
"WM ſtians, according to your-- Bapriſmal' Vow, in the keep- 
JF iog of-which conſiſts your Chriſtiavicy: * Now-by your ' * 
"YR Baptiſm you ace- eogaged- to belicve In, and obey, God + 
MtbeFather, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, - You muſt - 
"Fi fincerely and heartily-own God the Father as your'Maker * 
"Rand Prelezyer, the Son of God as. your Redeemer, and * 
"Fihe Holy Ghoſt as your SanQifier, Guide: ind - Comfort- - 
"Fc And. accordingly muſt -you behaye your -ſ[elf- both -* 
Wa heart and life: And therefore you muſt renounce che * 
Devi], the World and.the Fleſh which would draw you * 
oft from God, -and muſt ſtedfaſtly believe. the Articles - 
"0 zour Chriſtian Faith, and carefully keey- God's holy + 
TMLand Commandments all the days cf your life. *- Your - 
"UN45 required in order io Obedience: Far if you do - * 
| + 23 "un you 
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not believe Chriſt's Goſpel, you are nor like to obyii**4 
In theſe two things then confiſts the Religion of a Cliiif<® 
ftian, ro which he is engaged by his Bapriſm, viz. ini 
leving whar Jeſus Chriſt hath revealed, and in doiff' 
what he hath commanded. In fhorr, he is a good Chil 
ftian who does firmly believe his Creed, and carchl 
keep the Commandments. 


The Do&rins which we are to believe, are inde 
more largely and fully delivered in rhe Holy Scriptu 
which were witten by Men inſpired by the Holy Gh 
and accordingly ought to be received as the Word) 
God, and to be diligently read, and fledfaltly beliewt 
Bur the chicf Articles of the Chriſtian Faith are briali 
ſumm'd up in that which we call the Apoſtles Creed FF". 
believe in God the Father, 8c, This I hope you are wi* 
acquainted with, it being ſo ſhort and plain, and d 
repeared in the Church Service 3 and therefore I! 
nor ſet it down at large. And this alſo 1 hope you do we 
teve to be moſt trne. You would take it ill, wn 
ſhould queſtion your Belief of the Creed, without winr: 
you are not to be reckoned as Chriſtians. But leth 
adviſe you to conſider ſeriouſly and frequemly 'of thay: 
great Truths contained in che Creed, that you may mae— 
clearly underſtand them, and be more affeaed wiki ® 
them. And pray ſee that your Belief of them be w 
firm and deep-rooted in your Soul, that ſo the fruit 
your Faith may _ in the Holineſs of your I 
Without this, the bare knowing of the Creed, and * ah 
Pearing ir never fo often will ftand us in no ſtead. Falj®® 
as 1 rod yon, Obedience is the end of Faith.  And'# 
the Articles of our Belief do moſt plainly rend ro ml 
ws holy and good, if we will bur carefully attend ro thi 
and confider well'of them. To fhew It- in few wall 
Tf we believe that God the Father Almighty made us, 4 
all the world, then are we bound 'ro foye and hot 
him, ro'worſhip and'obey him, as our Maker, and M 


of 


ferver, who is Almighty in Power, infinire in Wiſds 
Soodnebs and all manner of Perfe&tions. If we bells 
Arg Chrift is the S-m of God, and the Redeemer! 
Xankind, who died for us, and roſe again, and m"- 4eu1 
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WH-aven, and will thence come to judge the quick and the 
-i-a, and will grant to af! pcnitent and obedient Belie- 
nallfcrs, the forgiveneſs of their Sins,and everlaſting Life, bur 
14vill ſentence the wicked to everlaſling Miſery : Our Be- 
iefof this muſt lead us to true Repentance and amend- 
zxent of Life, and to an humble dependance on the mer- 
ies of God, and the merits of Chriſt, for Pardon and $al- 
Tation. And if we believe, 7hat it is the Office of the Holy 
Jef tuft to ſandlify us, and all the ele People of Gad; then 
urd@ught we to pray to God for his Holy Spirit,and we muſt 
Momply wich his good Motions, and ſubmit to his work- 
4 W$og-upon our Souls, thathe may ſandilify us and make us 
Joly, that ſo we may be living Members of Chriſt's 
: Holy Catholick Church. And in this Church we are bound 
4. Wo continue, that ſo in rhe Communion of Saints, we may 
.M&2joy the benefic of che Word, Sacraments, and Prayer, - - 
dy which means the Holy Ghoft works Grace in us, and © 
zacreaſes the ſame, till ir be perfeRed 1n erernal Glory, 
189-which good Men ſhall be advanced both in Soul and 
eMEody ar the ReſurreHtion, as their Spuls made entrance 
pon ir preſently afcer,their death. | 
Thus you ſec how a right Belief leads a Man to Ho!t- 
{5 of Life. And therefore in Holy Scriprure do we 
agind ſo much menticn;,made of Faith, or of believing in 
God and in-Chrift. This in meny places is- highly ex- 
AMolled, and moſt {triftly required of us, as the very ſum 
of our Duty 3 infomuch that we are ofcen ſatd -to be jy- 
WVficd.or pardoned an account. of aur Faich, and to. be 
P ped by Faith, and all this chictfly, as I ſuppoſe, beguſe 
gee Fauh produces Obedience, and quakes a Man become 
Man humble and ſincere Diſciple of «Jc{ps Chriſt, and ſo 
wakes us fir for the Mercies of God 4n and through 
wor Bleged Saviour.. Bat when Faith does not bring 
i oath #he Eruic, of Holineſs, and good :Works,.ic's of no 
a Yluerwith-Gods nor - will. lad, is in any ſtead, as you 
a aye ar large h8,che Second Chapter of St,: Zames, to 
n tn other (places; Wherefore you. know. we are 
irg'd hy our. | - not. only ro believe all the Ar- 
lecief the Chriſtian Faith, butalſo to keep God's Com- 
_—_— which-I am tro.ſpeak of next. 
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Now theſe Commandments are alſo plainly. contains 


E 


in the Holy Scriprures z and therefore there 1s fill mon; 


reaſon why you ſhould diligently read and ſtudy th 
ſame, that you may know the will of God and do it. At 
all that i to be done by us, T reckon is contained int 
Ten Commagdments, as they are explained to, us, at 
urged upon us, both by the Prophets in the Old Tef 


z- Y 


ment, and by. our Saviour and his Apoftles in the Nenſiſync 


Eſpecially in our. Saviour's Sermon in the Mount, 1n & 
Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Chapters of St. Mathew. - { 

therefore often read over: theſe Three Chapters. T 

you will find what, manger of Perſons the _Diſciples\ 
Jeſus ought to be, even like their Maſter, of an humij 
lowly Spirir, meek and gentle, pure and peaceable, me 
ciful, patient, and the like. Such as the'e. he pronoung 
blefled inthe beginning of that Heavenly Sermon, 1 
theſe alone are they whom he will-make moſt blelk 
with-himſcif -for ever. Bur if you will have the fr 
of your Duty-ro God, and your Neighbour, as requii 
red by the Ten Commandments, briefly repreſeate 


 rakeit in the very words of the Church-Catechiſm. 


My duty towards God is t0 believe in him ; to fear bin 
70 love him with all my heart, with all my mind, with 


ny ſoul, and with all my ftrength ; to worſhip bim 3 to gp 


him thanks ; to put my whole truſt in him; to call upon Um 


z0. honour bis holy Name and his Ward ; and to ſerve | 


% * 


iruly all the days of my Life. 
= My duty towards tiy- Netghbour, ist0 love him as my 


. 
F 


andy to do to all Men as. I would they ſhould do to me, "Wie 


love, honour, and. ſuccour my Father and Mother. To hom 
and obey the King, all that are put in - Authority unk 


him. To ſubmit my ſelf to-all my Governours, Teachers, of 


ritual Paſtors and Maſters. To order my ſelf lowly and r0 
rently to all my betters. To hurt no- body by-word or dal 
To, be true and juſt in all my dealings. To bear: no-«mi 


Nealing , my tongue from Sto Lying-and- flandl 
ing. To beep. my body tn temperance, ſoberneſs--and.- chajill 
Not to covet and deſire other Mens Goods ; but to learn 
labour truly to get my own, living, and to do . my . aaty" 


that tate of life into which it ſhall pleaſe Gd to call a? c 
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nll Here you have your Duty ia a little room, which you 
ay cafily keep in memory 3 but eſpzclally beg of God- 
ti wrice his Laws in'your heart, that you may freely 
nd chearfully+ obey them in your Life and Converſation. 
ind for your further Adſiftance, I ſhall a little enlarge - 
pon the chief of theſe Dnties, eſpecially the Love of God 
ſi$gd your Neighbour, and fo conclude with ſome ſhore 
Wnd general DireRions for the guiding -of your Steps 
re readily and conſtantly in the- ways of Holineſs all 
days of your Life, 
' To love God with alt-our Heart-and Soul, is the firſt + 
nd great Commandment ; as our Saviour himſelf reachs 
h us, Mat. 22. 37, 39. This makes us more eaſily ta 
vey all the reſt of his Commands.: For if we truly love - 
>d, we ſhall be very fearful to offend him, and very 
zreful ro pleaſe him in all our ways. And 'then- do- 
we truly love God with all our Heart, when- we Tove 
jim more than all other things in the World,--more then 
Wiches, Pleaſures, Honour, Friends, or any other En- 
Woyments, yea, more than our very Lives ; fo that we. 
Will part with all, rather-than loſe rhe Favour of God, in 
mEdwhich we account our happineſs chiefly to confiſt. This 
take ro be the.very Efſence of Religion, and *ris that 
vithout 'whlech our Saviour tells us, we cannot -be his 


WD; ciples,- Mat, 10. 37, 38. But when once we are got 


& ; 


ſeo this bleſſed Temper, we ſhall find it no very hard mat- 
Wer to deny our ſelves, and-take- up our. Crofs, and fol. 
ow m_ Lord and Maſter both in well-doing,: and in pa- 
Jent LUNRCTING. « 

Wherefore let us earneſtly-beg of God by his holy Spi. -. 
Fit to work this Love In our Hearts. And to our Prayers 
wet us add-our-own diligent Endeayours; and -eſpecially 
us be muck-in thinking of all the'goodnefs-and loving - . 
talneſs of :God, manifeſted to-us and to all the World: 
yLet'us-confider- whar he has..done for us -alteady,. both 
or Sou] and-Body; and \what he has-promiſed to do in 


beLitc to come... And never ler qur- Hearts be- at reſt; 


illthey are entirely, fixed upon the -ever-blefſed God as 
aJour chiefeſt-Good, and only farisfying Portion.” - And let 
MY» rarneftly ſeek his Favour throngh our Lord Jeſus, the 
neon, who, came into the- World on purpoſe-es - 
| 9% ring £ 
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bring us into a ſtate of Friendſhip wich God, that K 
. might love him, and be loyed of him, and live withh 
for ever in Love and Joy, But always remember { 

,Obedience to God, is the only ſure evidence of true 

ving Love, He that loves God, will hate and abhor} 
and Wickedneſs. Let the Son pretend what Love and] 
nour he will to his Father, he does.not truly loye by 

Except he uſe all due careto plealc him. bm 

And if-you do thus ſincerely love God as your Fark, 

Nt 

a 


then may you always comfortably truſt in him, and( 
pend upon him, which is another great Duty, and brl 
great peace andquiet to.our Minds, 12. 26. 3, 4. Whill 
you live in Obedience to God's Commands, you hay 
ſure Intereſt in his Promiles, and may ſafely rely upon] 
good Providence for the performance of them. Whalil.. 
fore whatever. your Wants,your Dangers,or Sufferings | 
do not diſtruſt the Providence of God,but wait patient 
and do your. ownDuty, and be aſſured, God in his gg 
time, will ſuccour.and relieve you ; he will dire, c 
fort and ſtrengthen you. Ler all che Experieace 31 
have hitherto had of his loving-kindaeſs, engage you 
truſt in him as long as you live; And take great cath 
that you never Murmur nor repige againſt God und 
any &ffiitionwhatevrer 3 when you meer wich the he 
vieſt Crofles avd Dilappointwents,-or loſe your dearglif 
Relations avd Friends, ſay: whh- holy Fob, ' The Lu, 
gives, andthe Lord it akgs away, bleſſed he the name of ife5 
Lord, BelcechGod tp teach you that excellent Lei! 
of Contentment in all Eſtates, Phzl. 4. 11, 12,13. Wha 
you may. be/low apd poor 'in the World, yet conſid, 
you have always.cauſe to be thankful, -but never alifffer 
reaſon -t0.comphin... God knows what ondition is bai s 
for. us, and letus Jeave 'it xo him 46 chuſe;: what: we 4 
. have... We thargdeleave nothing but Wrazliabd Milken), 
ought roacknowiedge the great Goodneſs: of God, thillfiir 
We. arc.onthis Jide Hell, It d-of phe: Lords! Mercips, 3M 
we ane not utterly confured,. and: that we do. enjoy. | 
mealure of  camfort.-. 'Thipk. how pdor:the Lord Jellihn 
was for. our fakes, who had vor.avhere $0-day: Sis -HolMhe 
and veesmwikkted to'bearhe {ubſtanceiof orhens; and 
the flame qncan Candntien ; did the.Hioly Apoſtics WAP 


. 


The Chiiftian Ponito2, — 35 


10War low Condition frees you from a great many Snares - 


Temptarions, and from a great many Cares and Sor- 
5 char rich People meer with. If you bur truly love 
od, and have a Treaſure in Heayen, yon are yery rich, 
> you have neirher Gold nor Silver. Fear nor, but 
Mod will give you and yours Food and Raiment, and 
ring thar, let us be content and thankful. Yea, ler us 
"Wit the very worft, that we ſhould ſtarve ro Death for 
ant of Bread (which not one of a Thouſand does in 
mes of Peace and Plemy) yet if our Souls be fir for 
ayen, and carried thicher, we ſhall have no cauſe to 
wiain of the manner of our Death. I have been a 
the larger upon this for the ſake of poor People, 
) are t00 apt to be difcenrent, and ro murmur at 
cir Condition 3 tho alaſs, they commonly bring them- 
ves into it, or make ir much worſe by their own care- 
amd looſe Lives, as was before-mentioned, 
"F And yer before I proceed to the Duty you owe to 
Four Neighbour, let me in a few words dire& you, as to 
Worſhip of God in Prayers and Praifes.This is a Duty 
oft frequemly enjoyn'd in Scripture, and praftifed b 
"Ml! 200d Men, and the very Light of Nature may dire 
Ss to it. We have daily need of God's Mercy, and do 
ily rafte of ir, and therefore-are we taught to pray con- 
wmually, and in every thing to give thanks, To God alone 
Wuſt we offer up our Prayers and Praifes in the Name of 
ſus Chriſt, as he Himſelf -reacherh us, Mat. 4. 10. 


9. 16. 23. We muſt not pray to Angels or Saints, nor 


aake uſe -of them as our Mediators, for this is the pe- 
uliar Office of Chrift, who died for us, and is now 1n- 
"Werceding at the right'/hand of God, x Tim. 2. 5. Heb. 7. 
@ 5. Wherefore we mean, ſinful Creatures, muſt always 
ome to God in the Name of Chriſt, and for his ſake 
lone, hope for-the Favour of God, the Pardon of our 
is, the Accep!' of our Perſons and. Seryices, and 
e'Salyationof our Souls. i 
' And onr Saviour teacherh us to worſhip God in a pure 
nd ſpiritual manner, with our hearts and Souls; becauſe 
ie 15a Spirit, and fearches the Hearrs of Men, ob. 4. 24. 
Wherefore by no means may we-make any _ or 
Kiure of God, *nor may we give Religious'Werfhip to 

Proghooageh-<- Pr apt ak _ 
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an:Image, which is diretly contrary to the ſecond 
mandnient. Neither may we frame in our Mindy 
bodily ſhape -or likeneſs of God when we pray, to! 
but muſt conceive of . him- as.a moſt pure and glat 
Spirit, moſt -powerfu}, and wiſe, and good, who filly 
whole World with his Preſence, and 15s always-nea 
us, tho not to be ſeen with bodily. Eyes; and - hears 
Prayers, and knows : our: Wants, and--is both-ableWWp 
willing to help us. / —_— . 
Our $aviour hath-commanded. us-to pray in prf 
when we are alone; Mat. 6.6. And there he taught 
Diſciples how to pray, and hath given us that moſt ex 
lent Form, which we call the Lord's Prayer, Our Fall” 
which art in Heaven, &c. which by the way, may al 
us;that Forms of Prayer are very lawful, and.the Lo 
Prayer may both ſerve for a Pattern tro dire& us in 
our Prayers, and alſo is it ſelf moſt fir. to. be uſed 
joyned to our other Prayers, Bur it is not proper to! 
the: Belief and, the Ten Commandments for Prayers 
the. manner :15 of poor ignorant People ; tho we out 
ofcen to think of them, or rehearſe them, for the quis 
ning of our Faith, and the guiding of our. Lives Wi 
Upon all Occaſions, In all our Troubles and Diſt dF ha 
let us be much in Prayer to. God, and £i)l- ſeck ro hiffo 
for Mercy and Comfort, who .is always nigh to thi 
that call upon him in Truth and Sinceriry. Wouldi 
poor. Man ſeek as earneſily to God for Relicf, as he d 
to-his rich Neighbour, he would find it the ſureſt couleh 
to- have his Wants ſupplied. And let us alſo frequent 
be lifring up our Hearts to God in Thankſgiving 
Praiſe, for all his Mercies and. Fayours which he beſtolWic 
upon. vs. - Thus may even the. pooreſt Man have! 
mind often-employ'd when he. is at, Work in- the Shi 
_ or. in the Field, or when he is walkingin the way,ot 
ing on.the Scas, which-would not, hinder, .but furcher; 
Labours, and make them more eafie and plealguc. But 
ſure to ſzt ſome time apart every day forſ{olemn Pray 
Very -fitir is to . begin the day, with .Prayer to G 
asſoon as we riſe out of Bed; bleſſing his Name fort 
preErvation and quiet reſt, begging his gracious Preſe 
withys all the day,-that we may be .kept from all | 
> : ”* eſpecial 
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ſpecially from fin, rhe worſt of all. And at the Even+ 
o ler this be our laſt work before we lie down to 
leep, humbly to commir our ſelves ro God by Prayers. 
Pld. 92. Is, 2s | ; 
W- Excecding -uſcful ir is for thoſe who have Families to 
toyncogether Morning and Evening in Prayer to God, 
ad in reading fome part of his holy Word ; for which 
\Warpoſe there are many good Books of Devotion : and 
MWhough they have none of chem, yet they may uſe ſuch 
She Prayers of the Church as are proper for rheir pur- 
ſe, which are ro'be found in the Morniag and Eyen- 
#Seryice, and'in other places. 7D 
a" Before youſir down ro Meer, beg God's blefling nup:n 
and afterwards return'thanks for ic. ; 
"Bur befides our Devotions in che Family or Cloſer,our 
xt Duty is toworſhip God in che publick aflemvſlies 
ff his People, which by no means we ought to forſake, 
{eb, 16. '25. Suffer not your- ſelves therefore by aay 
rerenices whatever to be ' drawn away, either 'by Pa- 
iſts or SeRaries, 'from the publick Worſhip 'of God, 
8 itis;now-by Law eftabliſhed inthe Church of England. 
War'ſce that you duly reſort to your Pariſh Churches,and 
relFhar not only on Holy-days, bur on the Week-days, when 
you have opportunity and leiſure. More eſpecially, ſec 
har you conſtantly woe the Church on the Lord's- - 
Jay; if not hindred by fickneſs,or ſome other very great 
id urgent Cauſe,” Let notthart 'Excuſe keep you from 
mureh, which would not keep you from the Marker, 
velgeine as many of your Family along with you, as can 
7 WHAdlybe tpared. Come to the very beginning of Sc: r- 
(toice; "and Ray quietly ro the end of it, not cunning 
way before the blefling, as many carleſs People rudely 
y-& fthey were glad to get away, as from a Priſon. 
meave your ſelves with all' due 'reverence, both of 
My and wind, ' cotiſidering the Majeſty” bf that God, 
4 -w4 pap you ftand, ' before whom the very” 
he-vellthelr Faces. Always Kkneel'to your Prayers, 
Wigecbe conveniencie, of ſtand ur lealt, Pſa. $5. 6. 
Wayealt, look' well- to the temper of your Soul, and 
a7 awful ſcnſeof -the great God to whom you 
| OF Praying, and mind well whar is faid, as you go o_ 
a | D Wi 
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with the Prayers, and offer up your deſires .to God; 
therwiſe, though you may ſpeak much, you do;y 
pray at all, 'Avold. all yain and wandring Thoughts, 
much as poſſible. When you join in the Confeſlian 
Sins, think of your own particulars faults, and-be denfiff j 
humbled for tham : And be unfeignedly thankful for q 
God's Mercies, whilſt you are praifing | kis Name 4 
earneſtly long afcer that Grace you pray for. Arg 
awith care and reverence to God's Word, when it's x 
from the Desk,. and alſo ro the preaching and explain 
of ir from the Pulpir, that yca may be both dilig 
Hearers, and faithful Doers of the Word. Negle&1 
the Church in the Afternoon, tho you ſhould live wh 
there is no Sermon. Catechiſing way be as uſeful ro y 
and this ought to be in all places, And beſides th 
you will hear the holy Scriptures read, and have 
nefic of the publick Prayers. 
When you come from Church. ſpend: not the! 
mainder of the day ia Sports and; Idleneſs,. much leh 
Drinking and Gamivng,..as roo manydo ; Bur if you -lſt 
a Family, let ſome time be.ſpenr with them, in praji 
1n reading G3d's Word, agd ſome good Book ;, and 
Children and Servants be infiruged in their Catech 
Examine them about what they have- heard, that>i 
may make them more attentive; /and do you med 
on the ſame, .thar ic may fink into your heart,-; Work 
mercy and neceffiry may be done on the Lord's. Þ 
bur by no-means allow your- ſelves in ,any .needle(s 
bour, nor in travelling upon -the. Road, ar; wands 
bout to make idle Viſits. God allows us Six days 
Week for our own Employments, let us deyoteimy 
Lord's Day to his Service, readily and chearfully, Wn 
Vhen the Sacrament of Baptiſm is adminiſtreq if i 
you attend, to it. Remember. your own- Engagemeal 
having-recewed ir into;your- Infancy, and reſolye: $6 
anſwerable, thereco.. Join in Prayer for. God's and 
on che Children: rhen received inro the,, Church, 
when you- bring your :own Children to, be bapiizeepun 
that you do molt fincerely give; chem. up to; Gody 
devote them to his. Service ,- with firm Reſolutions 
briag them up in his fear, if God ſpare. your Live 
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theirs, and earneſtly pray for his Grace to be- given in- 
to their Souls. And thoſe ro whom you ſtand as Sure- 
ties, you ought to do your utmoſt roward their good E- 
ducation In the knowledge of God and Religion, accord- 
ing ro the Charge given you, eſpecially if che Parents 
die, or prove negligent. And pray beware of a very 
wicked Pra&ice, which is common in ſome places, thier 
after a Child is _—_— the Neighbours that are 1ovi- 
red, ſpend the reſt of the day in Riot and Druokenneſs, 
forgetting, that even now they renounced the Luſts of 
the Fleſh ; thoſe who ſtood at the Font, and ail the reſt, 
are under the ſame Obligation, 

Whenever you are invited by your Miniſter to the 
holy Communion, do not willingly negle& the invita- 
Wrion: But come with a thankful heart to keep up the re- 
Wmembrance of Chriſt's jove in dying for ſinners, accord- 
Ming to his expreſs Command, Luke 22, 19. Take care to 
MWprepare your ſelves by truce Repentance for all your for-. 
Wmer fins, and ſtedfait purpoſes by God's grace, throughly 
ito forſake the ſame. See that you be 1a perfe& Charity 
wich all Men, freely forgiving thoſe who have offended 
[{ou, and offci ing Satisfaction to thoſe whom you have 

offended If after this, they will not be reconcited, that's 
Wor your f2ulc, bur theirs; and rherefore may nor keep 
you from the Sacrament. Stay not away ove of a Pre- 
ence, that you want time to prepare your {{!f. For a 
Ionſtant holy Life, is the beſt Preparation. If you are 
«Wir: for Prayers, you are fit for the Communion. Do nor 

ink that the Communion is only for rich People. The 

duls of the poor are as prectous as the rich; and as 
Much concerned m Chriſt's Death 3 and they have as 
Much cauſe to remember it, and ſeek after the benefirs 
LIC it. If you have nor Mony to offer at the Colleftion, 
& that you offer up your ſelves to God, and thar will 

E of more value. Complain not that you want Clothes, 

nd t erefore you abſent, both from the Church and 
Fmmunion : Bur ſee thar you come ia the Wedding 
Wenment. required in the Goſpel, with humble, peni- 
mt, thankful Hearts, and then you will be welcome 
olieſts ar Chriſt's Table, For your direGtion, if you 
es Ware no Books on this SubjeR, y et read ferioully the 
= | D 2 Office 
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Dflice for the Communion in the Common-Prayer, 
"you may find very great affiſtance from it. Ir's very 
Iiſo ro conſult with your Miniſter, eſpecially the 
11me you receive. . Aſture your ſelves, irs a very heing 
_ fin, to live one year afrer another, in the neglet oft 
welghty Daty, and argues a very great contempt 
our Saviour's Authority, and of his infinite love & 
kindneſs, Þ 
Before I leave ſpeaking of your Dury to God, let: 
beſeech you carefully ro abſtain from thar commy 
hainous fin of Swearing. A moſt ſenſeleſs piece of wh 
edneſs, that brings neither pleaſure nor profitalong y 
Ir, When you are called before the Magifirate 1n weigh 
Cafes, you may lawfully ſwear, Heb. 6. 16. buttake phi 
care to ſwear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth; 
orherwiſe, you call che True God to witneſs a Lye, 
do even call For [his vengeance upon your felves, * 
your ordinary communication, avoid all manner 
ſwearing, either by the ſacred Name of God, or by 
Creature, Matth. 5. 34. 7am. 5. 12, Uſe' notſuchÞ} 
preflions, As you bope to be ſav'd, As you hope for mill 
with others the like, which are great Oaths, though 
qucnrly uſed upon very flight occafion. Do nor ſo millifi 
as raſhly and carclefly mention the holy Name of Gol 
Chriſt : bur let your inward Reverence be manifeſte 
your outward Expreſſions. | 
And to this I may fily joyn an earneft Caurion ag 
the fin of Curſivg, in which the Name 'of God is of 
diſhonoured, when Men wifh that God's Curſe 
light upon others, ſometimes on their very Chill 
and neareft Relattons, ſometimes on rheir Neighba 
and ſometimes on their Cartel. Some prophane Wretl 


with damnaticn to thoſe they quarrel with , -yea, Wn" 


to themſelves, And how common / 15 it to hear Me 
their wrath, wiſh the Pox,or Plague, or Hanging toll 
Neighbour, or bidding the Devil take them. Tſnanlf®* 
rhey chemſciyes ſeem robe poſſeſs'd'by him, whilſt" 
vent this Lan; uage of Hell, and do take the ready WY” 
to bring all 1hanner of Curſes, both on their own 
and Body, Pſal. 10g. 17, We This wicked Cult 
pracceds both trom the want ofthe true fear 'of 


© 
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Men's Heafts, and alſo from want of Kindneſs and 
{Whariry to one another, of which Iam next to ſpeak 2 - 
cw words. 

Next to the love of God above all, the laving of our 
Ncighbours as our ſelves, 1s the great Duty ofa Chri. 
Wiao, as our Saviour teaches in that ſame place, Mar. 22. 
2, 4% And Love is aid to be the fulfilling of the Law,, 
om. 13. 8, 9, 10. Nothing more becomes a Diicip'e 
f Teſus Chriſt, chan to live in love and charity with all 
len, doing all the good \ve can ro others, but doing no 
{anner of evil to any. Read 1 Cor. 13. This is moſt 
Wc quently and ſtrictly commanded in the Goſpel, and 
# te the very badge and CharaQer of a Chriſtian, 79b. 13. 

4; 33. This makes us moſt like ro our bleffed Lord 
id Maſter, who wenr about continually doing good, 
dth to the Sou's and Bodies of Menz even to the very 
orſt of Men, and his moſt bitrer Enemies, did he ſhew 
reat charity and kindneſs. And herein ler us ſtudy to 
like him to the utmoſt of oar porver. 
If we have true love for ail Men, we ſhall then eafily 
nd readily perform all thoſe Duties which we owe ro 
hem 1n the ſcveral places and relations wherein we 
tand : of which I muſt not here go abont to give a 
ticular account, Bur in general, Husbands and - 
ives ought moſt entirely to love each other, and ſtudy 
0 render one anothers Lives happy here, and their 
ouls hereafter. For if they live in diſcord and wrath, 
ey havean Hellupon Earch whilſt they live, and have 
aF<4l0n to expe the eternal rorments of Hell when they 
{gic. Parents ought to love their Children, and rake due - 
xe of them, both as ro Soul and Bcdy : and Children 
ught to honour and obey the ir Parents, and relieve 
dem 1f they ſtand in need. Maſters. muſt be gentle and 
in rowards their Servants 3 and Servan's muft- be faith - 
Wand obedient ro their Maſters, even to the froward 
id ſevere, Subjects muſt yield obedience to. all rhe 
mW! Command: of, cheir Rulers, and pariently ſubmir 
W.*har Puniſhmenrs they infli ; and upon no prererce 
WP Larever, may they. rebel againſt them: for ir 1s moſt 
Preſly forbidden in Scripture, and;.damnarion threat- 
(fat choſe. that are guilty, Rom. 13. 1z. 2. And com- 
| "Dd 3. | monly 
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monly Treafon and Rebellion, bring nothing but nj 
and miſery in this World, as well as the next.The Pe 
p'e ought to eſteem and love their Miniſters, to follol 
rheir godly Admonitions and Examples, and aftord the 
due Maintenarce. 
In brief, we muſt carefully abſtain from doing a 
Tnjury ro any man of what rank or condition ſoever,t 
ther 1n his Soul or Eody, his Eſtate or good name: H 
muſt be ever ready to do a!) mazner of good to all My 
according to our ability and apporcunity. And herg 
we are to ſhew, that we love cur Neighbours as @ 
(elves, by dealing with all Men fo truly and juſtly,] 
mercifully ard kindly, as we defire ro be dealt with 
ſelves. This 1s the great Rule of t1e Goſpel, Mat. 7.1} 
And by this Rule ought ve to govern our fclves jn;;j 
our carriage towards others, both in buying and ſellin 
and in our whole Converſaiton. This 1s a very ply 
and eafje Rule to walk hy, and is mot juſt and equi 
and very large and comprehenſive z ſo that if a Many 
honeftly and faithfully atzend co it, he need rot gol 
ro ſeck for dire&tion how to behave himſelf 1n m( 
C:&s, that may-bappen berwift him and his Neighboy 
Would I be reviled and flandered, cheated and cozend 
bearen and hurt, or any other way abus*d ? If nor, the 
ter me Lot uſe another ar this rare. Would I be « 
ſpi:'d and derided for my Faults, or for my Poverty al 
Misfor:une ? Would I not rather in reaſon deſire col 
kindly infirued, aſfhſied ard relieved ? Thus then, | 
me deal wich my Neighbour, and according to my Pg 
er, with Meckneſs and true Kindneſs, inflrutt the Toit 
rant, reciaim the V ictous and erroneozs, comfort rhe 56 
relicve the Oppreſicd, and feed the Hupgry, and cloa 
the Naked, Even thoſe that are of a mean conditid 
muſt be ready to help ſuch as are in greater want il 
themſelves. The Man that lives. by his Labour, is 
wholly excuſed from works of Charity, Eph. 4.28. 
Widow's Mite is very acceptable ro God; and a W 
cf cold Warer ſhall not Joſe its Reward, A willing al 
ritable mind it is that God chiefly looks at,. and calls iv 
and this the pooreft may have, if it be not their of 
Fault, ; | 
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And our Charity and Kindneſs fs not only to be 


Shewn to our Friends, but to our very Enemies them-- 
Wclves, We may nor render evil for evil, but muſt fiudy 


Mo overcome evil by doing of good. If another ſtrike us, ; 


e may nor ſtrike again 3 if he rail upon us, and revile 
, we muſt (nor return the ſame ill Language, dur e1- 
her by filence, or by gentle and ſoft Anſivers cndeavour- 
) appeaſe his Wrath.” For the Rule is nor, to deal with 
Wothers as they deal with me, bur as I in teafon defire t> 
We dealc with 3 and another Man's Faut will not excuſe 
"Wmine.if he do me an Injury, I mut not be Judge in my 
Wown Caulc, nor take upon me to revenge ir, bur: in 
% weighty Caſes may fly fo the Magiftrate for Relief, Bur 
WW upon no account whatever; may- we ' bear any grudge or 
hatred in our hearts' againſt any man, though never #2 


" wicked, nor- never fo much our Enemy : Bur we muſt 


him and pray for him, thar God would give him a. 
r mind. If ever we hope to find mercy with God, 
and have-our Treſpaſſes forgiven, we muſt forgive thoſe 
that offend- us, and learn from the Lord's Prayer, and 
many moſt plain places of Scripture. Sce Matth. 5. 44, 
Oc, Matth, 18.21. to the end. Rom. 12. 14. to the 
end. We muft ſhew Meckneſs and Gentlenefs to all 
men, and never willingly ſay or do any thing to pro- 
voke another to anger: Nor ſhould we be ea{iiy provo- 
ked, bur very cafily appeaſed and reconciled, It's very 
fad ro conſider, what wrerched and miſcrable Lives ma- 
fy of the poorer ſort Jead, by their continual brawiing: 
and ſcolding, -quarreiling and contending with one ano- 
ther : And ſomerimes when they have ſcarce Mony to 
buy Bread, they'll rhrow ir away 1n vexatious Law=- 
Satts, meerly out of Spite and Revenge. _ 
. And the Pcople of this Rank, ought <ſpecially to - 
"beware of envying choſe that are in betrer Condition- 
'than themſelves. We ought to have that true Kind- 
neſs and Good Wil for all - Men, that. we fbould be 
glad of their Proſperity, though we our ſelves be. in- 
Afflition 3 as en the other hand, we ought to have great- 
r__ for thoſe in miſery, thovgh- we be in Pro-- 
ity.. 
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And. ler ſuch rhar are in wantz take heed that. Kii{cc 
Neceſſities pur them upen ro unlawful Courſe for thilr t! 
Relief. Particularly, beware of ſtealing any- thinffilch 
to of a ſma]} Value, By degrees ic's to be feared, ya 
11] go on to greater matters, and ſo may bring youllﬀes. 


ſelyes to ſhame and puniſhment in this World, as v 

as thar tc core. The beſt way to avoid this, is to 
very dillgetit in_your lawfol Calling, as the Apoſtle hi l 
rects In that piace before-named, Eph. 4. 28, If you | 
not able ro work, 1's lawful to beg. But my no meal 


berake your ſelves to this lazy, unprofitable Life of be 
iÞg, if you are able to ſubfiſt by any other Jawlf 
courſe, He that will -not work when he can, de valſh»lis 
not co eat, But rather than cither ſteal or ſtarve, 36 

may ſcek for Relief from your Neighbour's Cliarinſept 
But do not go about to deceive him, by. borto vinghhie | 
what you know you gre never like to pay; for thisWhun 
downright cheating, Rather deal plainly; and maliiffpall 
knovn your Neceſſities, If you rruft in God, and dlfÞhi 
your Duty, he will take care of you : And tho. you -maſſſſhed 
be in ſtraies ſometimes, yer till you will find a Suppl 
And to-prevent your Poverty; ler me eſpecially wa.” 
you againſt thar common bruitiſh Sin of Drubkennelyer 
«hich brings both this and many other Miſchiepor 
along with jr,as I have before told.you. Indeed it hinge 
ders every thing. that's good,and leads Men into all manic 
ner both of Sin and Miſery. This Vice it 1s thats 
more Beggars thari any orher Cauſe. Wherefore, if 
have any regard to your Families, any love to Soul po 
Body, avoid all Riot and Exceſs. Eat-and drink ty 
derately, as may tend to keep: you beſt in Health, nd an 
make you moſt fir for the Service of God, and your owlÞil 


Callings. , rel 
And laftly, beware of that filthy fin of WhoredonWa 
which very often gots along with Drunkenneſs, and #ke 
often brings the Curſe of God, borh upon Mens Bolin 
and Eſtates, 'And to keep you 1rnocent,, avord 1d:enc, 
as well as Intermperance. And fly from all lewd ata th 
wicked -Corripatiy, where you are-in danger of beg y 
enticed and <nſnared 3. and do not ſo much as zllow I be 
ſelves in any unclean Thoughts er Deſires, __ in - 9 
«5x4 | 1{courlch 
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Kelſcourſes,. or in any wanton. Carrizge and Behaviour. 
the preventing of all wickedneſs in this kind, God 
th allowed Marriage, which is ſaid to be honourable. 
3 1l;bur Whoremongers and Adulteres God will judge, 
yeh. 13. 4. Wherefore let them who are in that ſtate keep 
"rictly true to their. Marriage-Vow : And all both mar- 
ed and ſingle, preferve both Body and Soul fo chaſt 
hd pure, that the holy Spirit of God may now dwell in. 
cir Hearts, and crhey may be fit to dwell for eyer'in the 
eſence of the moſt Holy God. 
And-thus I have brietly given you an account wherein 
ionſiſts that Holineſs of Life, to which all Chriſtians are 
'1ebliged by che Precepts of our Blefled Saviour, and by 
ir Baptiſmal Vow, which binds them to keep his Pre- 
'nepts;..and to follow his Example; who himſelf lived in 
ic ſame holy manner that he taught ; and hath com- 
unded them that ſay they abide in him, to walk, as he 
Walked, 1John 2.6. The ſum of all you have in few Words, 
aFhich/the Goſpel teaches, even that we would deny un. 
odlineſs and all worldly Iufts, and live ſoberly, righteouſ- 
Hy and pronfly in the World, Tir, 2. 11, 12. 
And now let me again beſcech you ſeriouſly to conſi- 
er whether ir has been your care to live ſuch holy: and 
ood Lives, yea or no. And whereinſoever your Con- 
cience doth accuſe you that you have negleted the Du- 
oWics God hath commanded, or committed thoſe Sins 
hich he hath forbidden, do you humbly acknowledge 
nd confeſs the ſame co Almighty God, with true godly 
Porrow for the ſame, ecarneſily begging Mercy and Par- 
don for Chriſt's ſake, who died on the Croſs for Sinners, 
and through whom all that confefs and forfake their 
Sins thall fnd Mercy. Wherefore do'you henceforward 
Weefolve by his Grace that you will forſake your Sins and 
Wanend your Lives, and make it your chicf buſineſs to 
Weep Conſciences void of Offence toward God and Man, 
dt allowing your felves in any known Sin, nor in the 
, viſful negle& of any known Duty.. Do nor objc againſt 
this, and fay, that ic is impoſſible vo lead ſuch an holy 
on Life, '. For Thouſands in the: World, of. all Ranks and 
Conditions, have done it in all Ages, by the aſliſtance 
9 God's Grace, which you neyer ſhall want if you ſeek 
a: ir 
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it earneſtly, and improve it diligently. And thi 
there may ar firſt be ſome Difficulty in leaving at 
courſe, yer by degrees it will grow eafie, and you 
On find nothing ſo ſweer and pleaſant as Religionq 
crtue, Y 


And do nor, I beſeech you fancy thar it 1s not for , | 7 


People ro think of being ſo Religious and God 
that this 1s only for the Rich, who have lirtle elſe to. 
Why, will not you thar are poor have as much cart 
your own Souls as the Rich, and ſtudy ro be hap 
well as thev? By this means you will be even v 
them, yea much happier than they eyen in this Life, « 


cept they be good as well as great. What 1s chere ini | 


I have ſaid, but even the pooreſt may perform, if 
have bur a willing mind ? Miy you not love God 
your Neighbour, be ſober and chaſt, meek and humi 
pray to God, and praiſe his Name, &c. Ny, is 
this the much berterway ro keep you from Poverty, 
to help you our of it ? Is it nor much cheaper to-livelF 
berly and honeſtly, than to live in Drunkenneſs all;. 
Whoredom, and ſuch'like waſiful Sins ? Does it noth 
you much more to go to Law for Revenge, that 
forgive an Injury ? One Vice cofts more the main 

ing than Ten Vertues. And I am confident more | 
milies'are brought to Poverty by gratifying their. Lu 
than by providing for their Children, how many ſo 
they be. Is ir nor,think you, much bercer for your ſell 
and Families, to ſpend the Lord's day in-God's Servit 


boch in publick and private, than to waſte your time u(@ 


Mony ar the Ale houſe ? Daily Experience ſhews, | 
is not Religion, bur the want of it thar makes men p 
and miſerable. Befides thar, ſuch good People have Gt 
bleffing 2nd favours, as I have already ſhewed, and rhe 
fore he'll be ſure to take care of them and thetrs.. 
And pray do not think that you ſhall. be ſaved mt 
ly becauſe you are poor: For if you be-wicked 
ungodly, you will cercainly be miſerable in the' 
World as well as this. Lazarus was not ſaved beal 
he was poor, but becauſe he was a Pious good Mi 
And on the other hind, Dives was not damn'd for! 
mg rich, but becauſe he was luxurious and proud, ® 
WE 
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holly given up to pamper and adorn his Carcaſe, 
WF Let me further warn you againſt rwo or three dange- 
ou as miſtakes char harden many men in their Sins, Be- 
are of thinking that It's enough for a Man to be bapti- 
Wed, and keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Ser- 
Mons, and fomerimes tro the Communion, and ſay his 
Mcayers ib private, that this is enough to prove him a 
"SWood Chriſtian, and make ſure of Salvarion. All this is 
Wecry good, but this will not ſerve turn, excepr our hearts 
ſo thoroughly ſanified by- the Grace of God, thar 
_ "Wrc da truly love God above all, and fer our hearts on the- 
2 WMoys of Heaven, and love our Neighbours, and be rrue 
890d jult in our Dealings, tewperate and chaſt in our Con- 
erſarion, as is before deſcribed. And this is the great 
nd of Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments, to make us 
ore and more holy in heart and life : Withour which 
e ſhall be cather worſe than betrer for them, Marth. 7. 
'W21, 22, 23, | 
1M Bc Hh, ſo weak as to think you-may be ſaved by a 
*"Weood belief alone, by your faith in Chriſt, and truſting in 
God, withour Obedience to his Commands. Tr 15 for 
"WM Chriſt's ſake only you are ſaved, bur he will fave none 
"if bir thoſe who obey him, Heb, 5g. 9. And that only fs 
true ſaving Faith, which purifies the hearr, and produces 
Obedience, as you have heard before. - And {ince God has 
lainly told us, that we cannot be ſaved withour Holineſs, 
f ve take up a fooliſh confidence that we may be ſaved 
withour ir, this is nor truſting in God, but our own Fan- 
cies, and the Devil's Deluftons. We may ſafely truſt in 
God's Promiſcs, but then ler us ſee to perform the Con- 
ditions, and become ſuch an humble, holy People, as 
he has promiſed for Chriſt's ſake to own and fave. 
Take heed alſo of miſtaking the nature of Repentance, 
a; if ir were only being a little ſorry for our Sins, and 
crying to God for Mercy, and then all will be well, tho 
Wwe go on ſtill in our old ways. Bur this is a moſt dange- 
rous miſtake, For: a man never truly repencs till he 
torſakes his Sin, and changes his Courſe: When the 
Drunkard becomes ſober, and the Prophane Man a de. 
t Worſhiper of God, and ſo continues. True Re- 
\pentance changes the heart and life of a ſinner. I 
4 | q 


T4 - 


” 


48 The Chiifſan Wonits), 


And laſtly, do not think ir enough to forſake (fff #4 
fins and keep others; to do ſome good Duties and wil 
lc& others, and then excuſe your ſelves by ſaying WF 
your failing. Every Man has failing, and this is niip'o® 
So fays the Drunkard and the Whoremonger, and ſo Wy fi 
the angry man when he ſwears or curſes, or gives bifſe# 
Language. But ſuch fins as are commiceed againſt knalfifire Þ 
ledge and Conſcience, and continued from rime to tim 6 
when we have leiſure to think before-hand and preveſſſove 
them, theſe are to be reckoned - as - wiiful Sins, not Wald 
Failings. Eſpecially ſuch gro's Sins as Drunkenne 
Whoredom, comman Swearing or Lying, and the” like 
are not to be reckoned as Failings. Indeed whaten 
{in a Man loves and pleads for and allows himſelf in, 
not a meer. Infirmicy, bur a wilful Tranſgreſſion. 
good Man hares all. Sin as he does Sickneſs, and firly 
and watches, and prays againſt it. He hates every fl 
way, and has a reſpe& to all God's Commands. A tn 
Chriſtian muſt be an enrirely good man, al) of a ple 
A:great matter I find it is with many People, thar the 
do wrong to no body, nor have any Malice in t 
Heart, and therefore they think themſclves in god 
condition God-ward, Bur though this is one good pat 
of our Duty, yet tt is but a part. We muſt alſo 
that we do not wrong Almighty God ard our own Soul 
by ſetting our Hearts chiefly on this World, by t 
ting his Worſhip and Service, by living in Exceſs & 
Uncleannefs, or any other known Sin. We muſt be bath 
pious toward God, loyal to our Prince, juſt and ch6l | 
ritable to our Neighbour, humble and ſober, wt | 
holy and good, if we will approve our ſelves to be . 
ſtians indeed. He that wilſully offends in one point, and 
allows himſclf therein, is guilty in e<ffe& of breaking 
the whole Law: For he deſpiſes God's Authority 3 and 
K ke meets with the ſame Temptation, will commit any 
ocher Sin. And as is commonly and truly ſaid-in this 
caſe,one Stab, though bur with a Pen-knife, may wound 
a man & mcxgally,” as Twenty Thruſts with a Sword 3.0 
one fin {oved and delighted iv, may damn a mans Soul # 
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well as a -Thouland, James 2. 10. | 
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ſnl Having thus endeavoured briefly tv remove vour 
tions and Mittakes, I do now again - in the laſt 
Wlace, come to enforce. my Exhorrtation , that you 
; mlhould fcrioufly and ſiedfaltly refoive to caft away eve- 
Wy fin, - and moſt entirely devore your (elves re the 
-; ending ſuch a godly, righteovs, and ſober Life, as you 
cnoffire bound to by your Chriſtian Bapeiſm. If you are 
ina diſpure wich your - ſelves, whether you ſhould: re- 
eolvc upon ir, pray look over the Arguments before 
of Maid down, and ponder them in your mind; and then . 
ne ainly you cannot but own, thar I perſuade you to 
ikeWnorhing, but what is very juſt and reaſonable, and 
i way for your own greateſt good. And if you 
are convinced of this, then proceed forthwith to this 
Wpious Reſolurion, without erifling or delaying. The 
1 ſooner you do it, the ſafer itis, and the better for you. 
Do not go on 1a fin at preſent, on a pretence, thar you'l 
ny repent hereafrer, when you are older, or when you 
x come to be fick, and to die. Do not put off the 
hall greet bufineſs of Life to the end of your days, when 
= you are not ſure of time or ſtrength, or of -God's aſ- 
Aiſtance , or acceprance of you. Do-nor -plead the 
Example of the Thief upon the Croſs : for his Caſe was 
nothing like yours, that have long enjoy'd the offers 
of.grace and mercy. If now from this prelfent time 
& you will heartily and ſincerly return to God, you have 
x 0o.reaſon to deſpair of his mercies, how many or great 
by foever your fins have been : bur if youſtillperfiltjn- fro, 
” prefuming on God's mercy hereafter, you -have juſt 
"cauſe to fear, that this bold preſumption, and horrid 
abuſe - of God's grace, may .cnd in your- eternal ruin 
and damnation. 

- Butif you are willing now ſpeedily to enter upon 
'this Reſolution and. Purpoſe, then let mein a:few words 
farther dire& you, by what means you may: render ir 
fiem and laſting, and may be beſt enabled: co, perform 

* the ſame. 

(1) And firſt, I would adviſe you to take the-next con- 
venient opportunity to confirm this holy Reſolution,” ac 
the Table of the Lord. There ſolemnly renew your 
Bapttfmat Vow. Dedicate and give up your ſelf to my 
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the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt 3 renouncing'thy 


vil, the World, and the Fleſh, and all thoſe whe 
ways they would draw you to, more eſpecially * 
| Sins which you have been formerly moſt guilgd"% 
Henceforth, let the Lord Jeſus that bought you; 

his Blood; be taken for your only Lord and Maſtg 
govern you by his Spirir, and by his Laws, as ever 
defire and hope to be faved by his Death and Reſuy 

on. And uſe frequently ro thinle of this ſolemg WW" 
gagement, after you have made it : That it may 
due force upon you, when you are tempted to ralf®* 
to any wicked PraCtice. Often repeat the ſame bens? 
God and your own Soul ; and eſpecially renew it by» 
quenr atrendance. on the holy Communion, chere (ln®® 
ing for grace and ftrength from God, to walk in his 

ly ways ftedfaſtly and conſtantly. 


_=rer 


(2.) But that brings me to a Second DireRion, I 
. you ſhould nor reſolve upon all this, in a confidence} { 
your own Strength, bur in the. moſt humble depcndalF 
on the Grace of God, which he js ever willing ro beff ( 
on ſuch as ſeek it earneftly in the way he has appoialif 
by a due attendance on the means of Grace, the Way F 
Prayer and Sacraments, -Wherefore as you have oppl af 
runity, attend carefully to the reading and hearing 
his Word,- and hide it in your heart, that you may not": 
againſt him, And be very much in Prayer to God-{ jh 
his holy Spirir, to be given you through his Son Jell” 
who will powerfully interceed for you, and make goes 
his Promiſes to humble and deyout Supplicanrs, Luk. 1 
13. John 16. 23, 24. Whenever you are in danyer, 
are aſſaulred by any temptation to Sin, or are bac "aſe 6 
to . what is good, then eſpecially pray fervently i þ 
quickning and ftrengthning Grace, and your Praydl . 
| 
A 


ſhall nor be in yain. þ1 


( 3-) To your Prayers add conffant Watchfulngs 
ever your ſelf at all times, and in all places and Com 
. antes. Watch aver your Thoughts themſelves, .and 
. over your Words and Actions. Satan is ever watclt 
Ing to deceiyc us, and there are may Snaxes and 
| Dangers 


| 
i 
; 
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ers in all our ways, and we have corrupt Natures 

1 treachercus Hearts, and therefore had need to be 
ry watchſul, ro avoid all occaſions of Sin, as much as 
viſible, and ro ſuppreſs the very firſt beginnings. Think 
on Wfore-hand what Temprations yan are like ro meet 
afleSith, and fortify your ſelf againſt what you cannor 
'Wuo.. Do not wilfully run into- Danger, cſpecially be- 
ſure of bad agg by which many are drawn back 
their former Looſneſs. Be not led away by their 

2y {ounſcl or Example, nor be diſcouraged by their Jeers 
| Cenſures. - Uſe often to look back upon your ARi- 
ws; and if you have been drawn into.-any wilful Sin, 
Wo not make a light matter of ir, nor yet deſpair of Par- 
dn,/ if you be truly penitent, Wherefore, ſpeedily and 
jeſtly berake your ſelf ro God by true Repentance, 
Weeging Mercy for Chriſt's ſake, and more Grace to 
Wrengthen and aſſiſt you. Renew your Burpoſes for a- 
n Leg of life, and fer your Watch more firicily for 

*s WIC TUcUre, 


fi 7s 4) To quicken and engage you to thisWatchfulnek ; 


WMemember, chat Algiighty God is ever preſent. wich 
$90, and obſerves all your ways, and takes grear delight 
8 your Picrty and Holineſs, . bur is of purer Eyes than 
$0 behold che leaſt Iniquity with any Pleaſure. Where- 
Jpore, always walk. as in the Preſence of this Holy God, 
whether. you are alone, or in company. 


W©-(5-)i-Think ofcen, - how near you ſtand to another 
8 York, awd what an account you muſt - give to God, of 
your :deeds done in the Body ; and ſo live now, 
45: will be moſt for your Comfort -ar Dearh and 

© ]8dgment.--- When che Profits and Pleaſures of Sin 
entice you, compare them with the eternal Joys 
mich/ hey, witt deprive you of,- and with- the crer- 
tal Torments 'they, lead ;to.. . Think whether ever 
ay Maniby. finning agaiaſt: God,: did . gain ſomewhat 
that's;. berrer chap Heaven, or. that's worch golng to 
:Bell for. 2Ler Erernicy. be; very much in your ghts, 
#*hd- the fading Vanities of this World will have. little 
Eſteem with you, Often ponder of thoſe weighty 
oras 
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Words of our Blefſed Saviour, : What will it mi. 
Man to gain the whole World, and loſe hisown Souls... 
what ſhall a man give in exchahge for bis Soul ? 'Ma 


6, T7. ll 
K Lattly, Inſtead of-wore"Dire&ion, lerme advidt 
to acquaint your ſelf- with your ſiniſter ; and 

him in the great concernment of your Soul, az Wie 
'are wont to do the Lawyer and the Phyſician, in i 
ters that concern their Bodies and Eftares. Do not i; 
Ir enough to hear his Sermons in publick, but rake 
'vice from him in private, and open to him the! 
and caſe of ' your Soul, ſo far as may enable hi 
give ſuch Dire&ions, as are moſt proper to yourl 
-dirton. This eſpecially you ought to.do, when youll 
make entrance upon an Holy Life, and do firſt adi: 
your ſeifro the Holy Communion 3; or when you 
"under any great 'doubts, and trouble- of and 
are vexed with fore temptatians, either of one ſort. 
other 3 or when you are ſet upon by ſuch that wal 
. draiy you away from our Church, either to Poperyllh, 
to any other Set amongſt us. Then -prefent!y bh 
'your-ſelf tro your Minifter : And in theſe .or the! 
- Caſes, rake DireRion -from him, and be fure rol, 
low his wholſom Counſel, and defire his 'Prafifui; 
to God for you. I know 1a large Pariſhes, Millie, 
ters are not able to have a particular knowledf 
every Perſon 3 | but yet all thac- know: the [wortlr, 
_ Souls, and the price that was paid for them , will 
ready to” give attendance tothe meaneft of their ihe 
ple,” thit” ſhall apply them(elves' ro: them for Adi 
" and Comfort, and: will be glad! of all opporconitig 
© promote the * Honour and Intereſt of "their Savig 
Els 'the good 'of precious: Souls commirred":e6 
'* * And thug have Fas: plainly. atid as? fully as T- well'ah 
'1o To little.room , Dirc&tiY, you 10" 'chat!%holy! lh 
which Jeads 40 eternal Glory; * aid have hewen ll 
| ſixt grodr "Reaſon you tiwve-26 walk tn ahar: if 
' and to contidiiie' thertin” && the -end;. 12s .to! thi 


: 


who) dehie larger Ditefions; nexr to the "Holy / Sls 
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Pres (which TI: beſeech you to read frequemly wich: 
 Maniliry and Serfouſneſs , eſpecially the New Tefla- 
tht.) Next to them, T ſha!l refer you only to that 
ous and moſt uſeful Book, 7he Whole Duty of Men. 
id hearcfly I wiſh, char every poor Family 1n the 
Wngdom, was furniſhed with one of thoſe Books, to- 
ether with a Bible and Common-Prayer-Book, which, _ 
"Sight all be parchaſed for much lefs than Five Shil- 
09s; ond therefore it's great pity they fhculd be 
"Foy where wanting. Though alaſs, I know, there 
e many Families of poor People, where rore of 
Whem can read, and ſo Books to them are uſeleſs. 
"Freat Charity therefore ir would be for rich Land- 
*SDrds and Gentlemen, to ſee that the Children of. 
ir poor Te<narts and Neighbours, be put out to, 
hool; and then to beſtow at leaſt, Bibles upon 
, that the Knowledge of God and Religion. may 
> .promored amongſt them; which would make 
for the good and welfare borh of CFEurch: 
| State, For though Brain-ſick Opinions and. falſe- 
finciples may make Men proud and head-ſirong, and. 
dubleſom ro their Governours, yet ſolid Knowledge 
"0d ſincere Godlineſs will make Men humble and meek, 
<Muer and peaceable; obedient to Magiſtrates and Mini-. 
ters, fall of Charity to-their Neighbours , ard ready to 
y good Work, And I am ſure, an increaſe of this. 
ruly Religious Temper, would be one of the greateſt: 
veltiogs that can be beſtow'd upon this Earth , and: 
yould ſertle Kingdoms and Churches, Towns and Fa- 
lies in Peace and Concord, which almolt every 
here are divided amongſt themſelves, as well as againit 
ne another : And by ſuch bleſſed effetts of rrue Re't- 
yon, ſomething of Heaven would be brought down 
bon Earth, and our Souls will be well firted for Hea-. 
gen, when we are called off from this Earth, into, 
Whoſe happy Regions above , where there is nothing: 
Ile bur Peace and Holineſs, and Love and Joy, And: 
ay it pleaſe God to bleſs theſe plain and. ſhort In- 
ufttons for the enlighcning of any Minds with thac 
Iſdom from above, which is thus pure and peaceable,, 
E then 
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then ſhall I obrain my Deſign, and have great cauſe 
be thankful. And that the Reader may joyn with 


in theſe Wiſhes, I have annexed hereto a Prayer 
Grace, to lead an Holy Life. And' if he wiil bur + 
diligent Endeavours to frequent and fervenc Pray» 


neicher his Labour nor mine -will be in vain, chit 


the Grace and Blefling of Almighty God, from 1 
comes every good and perfe&t Gifr, ro whom be g 
all Honour and Glory, both now and for ever. Amer 


Chiefly for the Aſſiſtance of God's: 
Grace in order to. the leading an: 
Holy Life. 4 


BN Moſt holy, and ever bleſſed Lord God, . I dorhumbly 
i caft down my ſelf before thee, acknowledging and-- 
lamenting my own Jrfalneſr, and earneftly begging thy- 
\ grace and mercy through the Lord Feſus, our only* Medtator 
,a4 Advocate. 7 confeſs, © God, T am a vile Sinner, pollu-- 
bd from the very Womb :* But fince Tcame tothe uſe of my. 
MI. Reaſon, I have defiled my ſelf with many wilful-and 'bat-- 
nous Tranſereſſions. 1 have - ſadly negleFed thy Servicez. 
ad diſhoninred thy Name, and have been greatly wanting - 
8. in theſe Duties which owe to thee my God, to my Neigh- 
"BB bor, and fo my own” Soul ; and+ have not lived. in juch\ a 
FB codby, righteous, charitable and ſhber manner; as- Fought to-- 
BB: have done: But Dave” often atted contrary to my own+Rea- - 
B ſn and Conſcience, und to the plain Pricepts of thy*Ward,.. 
BB nd. contrary to my own Promiſes '#n4dVows, for better Obe-.. 
Uence. O Lord, give me a clear ſight of my Sins, and” 
ſuch a deep ſenſe of the _ of my ways, that my Heart - 
| 2: Wy. 
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may be truly humbled; and broken in the remanlia 
thirtef, And for the Lord Jeſus ſake, who died for Wil 
ers, be Merciſul to me, O Father of Mercies , patlth 
ail my Iniquities, and let thim not be remenbred. apiii 

we to my Condemnation, either in this World, or th 

10 comt, Nov is it only Pardon that 1 beg , but 
earneſily 1 beſeech thee by thy Holy Spirit, to ſank 

me both in Body and Soul, that being made pure andh 

in Heart and Life, F may ſerve thee diligently all- 
days on Earth, and ſo may enjoy thee for ever in Bi 
wen. | 1 am filly tonvinced, that it is bvth 'my Duty a 

my Happineſs to Jear ard/ſerue thee , the «great and { 
1304s Gott, whe - buſt mate me "and redttimed me, audi 
thereto graciouſly preſerved me. 1 achnowltdge thy 

vice to be perſeft Freedom, and all thy Laws to bel 
Ju#t and good, Whereſore 1 deſire utterly to remwunte 't 
fjorfake every ruvil way, and moſt tively devote 'myY 
to. ſerve ung \plraſe [thee in newneſs -of Eife, But thy 

O Lord , knoweſt the weakneſs and corruption of 
Nature; and how by til Cuſtoms, I buve male ny | 
more prone to fin, more backward to that which 
good, O do thou thoroughly change my Nature by thc 
Grace, that 1 may hate and abor all Wickedneſs , ap" 
take delight in the ways of Pitty and Holineſs. Ltt Wi 
un mortified Luft remain in my Soul : But do thou putiſy tl 
clianſe- me. Jrom Pride and. Covitoufnels, from Envy al 
Malict, and from all impure and ſenſual Aﬀeftions ll 
Difires, and enrich . me. with. all: the. Giatts of thy 'h 

| Spirit. _ "Give, me {ſuch 'a clyrar Knowledge of thy znfal 

_ Goganeſs, 'and of 'aH thy glorioys Perſeflions ,- that 1 Wl 
-#ver. humbly. admire . and \adore. thit, and love thi: win" 
. #{-my- Heart and. Soul', and clgave to thee as my 4p" 
»Fo:tion, preferring thy. Faveur. beſere, all the Enjoyment 
»this- Wonder, Help. ne -aimays firmiyl to truſt, in thet, an 
-Jrealy: to: leave ets mp. ifairs-th thy. wiſe, az4 pe « 
"Prot 4ntty abſolutely: repgning ws rg A holy We” 
-Tiabtl-things. .: Habs 16, 3744p: thangfut. for all thy ; ar 


©0805, and patient wndir afflt ig1s,.; By thy \traching, Utt-W 
' teayn to be' content 3%; all \Eftates ad Conditions. 


 (g3vd God, ſuffer me not in phe greateſt Difficulties, X 
Dang 


A Prayer. T7 
s, to difirut thy Merctes, or tabe 7ny unlawfiil 
arſe for my Relief. 1 beg from thee my Maily Bread, _ 
rad beſercb thee to give me an Hort well ſatisfied with 
phat thou ſeeſt mot conveniint for me. Give me ſuch u 
wt of Picty and Devotion,that I may take great delight 
thy Forſhip and Service, both in publics and private. 
-m with ſuch love to: my bleſſed Saviour, and with ſuch 
Whorbfulneſs ſor bis love in dying for Sinners, that 1 may 
I io with more delight to the Holy Communion, for the gon 
Win 'Sout, than to the r4chtſh Feaſt that is maile for my 


oa Help me, @ God, to ſhew my love to thy bleſſed Self, by 
| ue and tharity to" my Neighbours, Mabe me traTa- 
it ind obedient 30 my Governonrs, both in Church and State, 
wceable and gentle toward all Men, dealing with them 
Juſtly and truly, as I my ſelf deſire to be dealt with. 
 we'tender and compaſſtonate, and ready to do all the 
wd 1 "can to others: And let thy 'Grace enable me freely 
forgive thoſe that do evil to me,. us I my ſelf bope ſor 
Mirey nd :Forgtvencſs from thee, my God: And belÞ 
t always to live joberly and temprrately, purely and 
hefty in Heart and Liſe; and with great meehnejs . and 
muity'in the ſenſe of my own uywerthineſs and manifold 

t WM ſeftions. 
"© Lord, : grant that wy Heart may. be flld with 
wft Longings \and Deferes -aftity theſe Graces, which 
w with wy Lips 1.pray for « And help me to ſhew my 
ewiry,- by diligent Endeavour, 'dazly to grow..in. all 
rate and Gopdneſs, and to-prr felt Holineſs in. thy Fear. 
lb me watchful over my. Jelf, and all my ways, that 
VI dy £4roſully\ a3 03d all occafeens. of fig and may check: 
WP ff} wotiers -therito. in my own. Heart.  Keip me 
4js derply \[on/ible of - thy Preſence, that 1 muy walk: 
alpabt) ith the, wy God, and; wpprove my: ſelſ'td they 
i*y {ani wean - my Heart from. all' things: here. be- 

» an 


| 
FLY 


% 


mw, 11 yt me for. wy; deparcure (hence; nee eb e8her 
"14d." Help me" 4ways $0 have an ach vir religions and-lily 
panner, as will be moſt for my comfart:cat Beath\andl, Fadg- 
{nmeont, Strengthin my Belief of the precious Promiſes, and 
anweadful Threatnings of the Goſpel, and let this Beliif 
N rile 
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rule and govern me in my whole Converſation. O theft. 
may never be guilty of ſo much Folly and Madneſs, as ti * 
the eternal aud unſpeakable Foys of Heaven, and throw 
ſelf into the eternal torments of Hell, for any of the} 
fits or pleaſares of fin, that are but for a Moment® 
Thou, O Lord, by thy holy Spirit, ever keep upon ny | 


ſuch afreſh and lively ſenſe of the reaſonableneſs of 
gion, and of the miſchief and folly of all ſin and wicked, 
that no temptations of Satan, no allurements of the lf 
or the Fleſh, may hinder me from my Duty, nor dr, 
into any known ſin : But do thou ever ſtrengthen and © 
me by thy Grace, and guide me by thy Counſel, till 
ſhalt bring me totby ſelf tn Glory. =_ 
Neither do TI pray for- my ſelf alone, but for all. 
kind, beſeeching thee to ſend the Light of thy GolpelWW* 
all the dark Corners of the Earth, and grant, that i 
who do enjoy it, may walk in all holy Obedience tha 
Be merciful to thefe Kingdoms, pardon our fins, and reii- 
us from them, Heal all our Diviſions, continue our Mera 
and make us truly thankful for them. Bleſs the King 
Queen's Majeſties, with the Royal Family, and all thoſe 
are in Authority under them, and grant to me, a Br 
Their Subjefs, grace to lead quiet and peaceable Livy tha 
all godlineſs and honefty. Bleſs the Miniſters of thy'* 
Word and Sacraments, and make them wtery dil:gentyi do 
very ſucceſsful in their Endeauours 3 Help us to bring jt'* 
fuch Fruit from the Bleſſings we enjoy, that thy Goſpel | 
- the Ordinances thereof may be continued to us, and uli- 
Generation after us.$hew mercy to all that are afflia v* 
- whether in Soul or Body, and. preſerve thoſe that travel « 
their Iu'eful Occaſions, by Land or 'by Sea. Bleſs IWF .. 
Friends and Relations, particularly, all that belong ti 
Family, and help us all to live in the fear and love of 
'-ouy God, and in peace and charity one with another. MF. 
- thy Bleſſing and good:Preſence be with me thy unwortly i} 
- vant, now and at all times, at my down-lying, . and uj-v18 + 
" in my going out and coming in, be thou my God al 
Guide, 'even to the death, and my eternal. Portion, mi © 
time ſhall be no more, IE” 
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8 4nd accept, O God, of my unfeigned deſires, to bleſs and 
. Salle thy glorious Name, for all. thy Mercies and Favours 
ro 8 1 ſelf, and to all Men. I bleſs thee for my reaſon and 
+ eter, my Health and Strength, Food and Raiment, and all 
* he Comforts of this Life ; but above all, I praiſe thee for 
hine incſtimable love in the Redemption of the World 
your Lord Jefus Chrift, for all the means of Grace, 
0d forthe hope of Glory. And I beſeech thee, give me 
ar due ſenſe of all thy Mercies, that my Heart may be 
Weigned)y thankful, rhat I may ſhew forth thy Praiſe,. 
jot only wich my lips, but in my life, by giving up my. 
WE ro. thy Service, and by walking before thee in Holi- 
ek and Righteoſneſs all the days of my Life, through 
cls Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe moſt holy Name and 
p ” T1 continue to pray as he hath taught us in his Goſ- 
ing, 


| 
g 


wy Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be 
LJ thy Name, thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done 
en-Earth as itis in Heaven; Give us this day our daily 
a{@Bread ; Forgive us our Treſpaſlcs, as we forgive them 
of that treſpaſs againſt us; And lead us not inco Temp- 
pation : Bur deliver us from Evil; for thine is the King- 
4m, and the Power, and the Glory, for ever and c- 
, l *s Amen. - 


; 


; : The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt » the Love of 
i God, and the Fellwoſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with. 
{3 me now and eyermore. Amen. 
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| Believe in God the Father Almighty, i 
: ker of Heaven and Earth, and in Ju- 
Chriſt, his only Son, our Lord, wha was Colt 
ceived. by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Viral. 
Mary, ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was Cit 
cified, Dead and Buried ; He deſcended hits 
Hells the third day he arofe again from t J 
_ Dead, He aſcended into Heaven, and [ite 
at the right handof God, the Father Alm 
ty z and from thence He fall come to jul 
the-quick and dead. 

1 believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the Holy @ 
tholick Church, the Communion of Sai 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins, the Reſurrection 
THE GOANs FR the Life i" averiatting, Amt 
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JD: ſigned for the Uſe of the Scholars 
ol in Merchant-T aylors-School, and of 
& the Children Educated in Chrift*s- 4 } 
ens thoſe particularly which } 
are brought up in the Grammar- *F 
School thereunto belonging. | 


; 
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KTHO. COOKE, A.M. LeQurer of: the 
el FVnited Pariſhes of St. Margaret Pattons, 
and St. Gabriel Fenchurch, and Chaplain to = 
— his Grace James FIRE of Ormond. M 


— 


— 


2 Tim. I. 13. Hold faſt the Form 0 = Wards. 

| Cor. 14. 26. Let all things be done 10 edifying. 

Pet. 3. 15. SanRifie the Lord God in your bearts, and 
ve ready always 10 give an anſwer to every Man thas” © gn 
eres you a reaſon of the hope bed 7 is. in you, with” 4 

c—_ and fear. _ 
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